
A level Art and Design 

You have chosen to take A Level Art and Design. It is a large step up from GCSE 

and AS with a need for highly motivated students who can combine technical 

skills with a lively imagination.  

The course includes two elements: 

Component 1: 

Personal Investigation  60%:   

 Supporting studies (Sketchbooks, designs, preparatory work) 

 Practical work (in TWO different endorsements eg Fine Art and 3D) 

 The Personal study (1000-3000 word essay in Year 13) 

Component 2: 

Externally set assignment  40%: 

 Preparatory studies 

 15 hour period of sustained focus 

Students undertaking this Art, craft and Design title will be expected to 

produce work chosen from at least two endorsements and will show this in 

sketchbooks and final outcomes. The endorsements that can be chosen are 

listed below: 

 Fine Art 

 Textiles 

 3D 

 Graphics 

 Photography 

 

Drawing skills from observation are important and will be reflected in 

coursework. In recent years we have also run Life Drawing sessions, which 

have strengthened student’s drawing skills and have helped build up 

portfolios. 

Attendance and punctuality will be monitored and where this is erratic or if 

students are failing to meet deadlines, the department will take action, initially 

in the form of verbal warnings, contact with home and then by using the 6th 



form behavioural policy. Student’s work will be monitored throughout the 

course and they will receive regular tutorials and be given verbal and written 

feedback. 

 

Year 12 Foundation Course 

In Year 12 you will have the opportunity to learn about different media and 

techniques particularly in the endorsements of Fine Art, 3D and Textiles. This 

will enable you to specialise in your preferred endorsement in Y13. The theme 

of your Year 12 project will be Transformations.  

You may use the Transformations PowerPoint and exam booklet on the 

website sixth form area to help you formulate ideas on this theme. There will 

be a 10 hour mock exam in January of Y12 where you will create a final piece 

for the Transformations Project. In the Summer Term you will start your 

Personal Investigation on a theme of your choice. Below is information and a 

Spider Diagram that will help you with your project. PLEASE READ IT 

CAREFULLY. 

 

Transformations: 

States of change have always provided a rich source of subject matter for 

artists and craftspeople. The physical transformation of an object or person 

through the process of ageing has inspired artists throughout history. 

Portrait painters are often intrigued with how the process of time has changed 

their own appearance. 

The environment is in a daily state of change from dusk to dawn and through 

the seasons. Some changes are slow and imperceptible, others are sudden and 

dramatic. 

Human occupation of the planet results in constant and major alterations to 

land, sea and cityscape. 

 

 

 

 



 

Here are some ideas for you to consider: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transformations

sunrise, 
sunset, 

moonrise

age, growth, 
birth, 

restoration

adornment, 
rites of 

passage, 
weddings, 
funerals

Seasons of 
change

cooking, 
burning, 
eating, 

cleaning

dressing up, 
acting, 

masquerades, 
make-up, 
disguise

demolition, 
oxidation, 
erosion, 

mould, decay, 
recycling,

Climate 
change; 
natural 

disaters, 
floods, fires



 

Related Artists: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Jason de Caires Taylor 

        ‘Underwater sculpture’ 

 

Claude Monet 

‘Haystacks’ 

Debra Hurd ‘New Orleans 

Bourbon street’ 

 

http://www.worldsciencefestival.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/6-sculpture-modern-art-jason-decaires-taylor-sculpture2.jpg
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjcrtnY_ZXKAhUEXRQKHf04AHsQjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Claude_Monet._Haystack._End_of_the_Summer._Morning._1891._Oil_on_canvas._Louvre,_Paris,_France.jpg&psig=AFQjCNF8x6d_CaQfPBx6qvKULB_ur3b8wQ&ust=1452197034512561
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiP0syKgJbKAhVBbhoKHfbnBIkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dailypainters.com/paintings/203946/New-Orleans-Bourbon-street-cityscape-art-painting-by-Debra-Hurd/Debra-Hurd&bvm=bv.110151844,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEohJdAPvAh7rbP0CPnbnL-MWl6lw&ust=1452197675647736


 

 

Year 12 Summer work: 

 Buy an A3 and A5 sketch book. 

Gallery Visits 

 Visit at least one of the exhibitions in this booklet and make drawings 

and notes of what you see in an A5 sketch book.  

 

    Brainstorm 

 At the beginning of your A3 sketch book create a detailed brainstorm on 

the theme of Transformations – Use ideas in the booklet to help you. 

Your brainstorm must include relevant artists. 

 Create a visual brainstorm using ideas from your written brainstorm. 

 

General Research – Double Page 

 Write the Title: General Research. Choose a theme from your brainstorm 

and over a double page in your sketch book create AT LEAST 4 

OBSERVATIONAL DRAWINGS relevant to your theme.  

 

Artist Research – Double Page 

 Over a double page in your sketch book stick in images by at least 4 

artists that relate to the Transformations theme and who’s work inspires 

you. Include some factual information about their work, brief analysis 

about the formal elements (line, tone, colour, composition) and 

meanings behind their work.  

 

 

 

 

 



Y13 Personal Investigation and Personal Study 

• The Personal Investigation starts in the summer term of Y12. You will get 

to choose your own theme which can relate to the Y12 work you have 

completed if you wish. 

• At the end of Y12 you will produce a final piece in an alternative media 

to the one that you specialise in Y13.  

• In Y13 you will specialise in ONE media to create a final piece in 

December. You can use some of your best coursework from Y12 to 

count towards your A Level coursework (60% of final mark)  

• You will produce a Personal Study of 1000 to 3000 words based on your 

chosen theme for the practical work. This will be worth 18 marks which 

is 12% of the final grade. 

• Preparation towards your final exam will commence in February. The 

exam is worth 40% of final mark. 

 

Year 13 Proposal: 

You will need to write a proposal for your Personal investigation. This is a 

paragraph that clearly states: 

 What you are doing? 

 Why you are doing it? 

 How you will do it? 

 Which Artists, research imagery, observational and primary sources 

you are using. 

You could use the following questions to help you: 

1. What media, processes and techniques do you enjoy working with the 

most and why? 

2. What do you feel are your main strengths? 

3. What areas have you found difficult or not enjoyed in Year 12? 

4. What style of Art do you enjoy looking at and why? 

5. Which Artists, Craftspeople or Designers have influenced you so far? 

 

 



 

 

Possible themes: 

Nature in Art: How have artists sought to represent the natural world in their 

work? 

Artist Ref: 

Andy Goldsworthy 

Claude Monet 

Henry Moore 

Barbara Hepworth 

Kate Malone 

Representing the figure (Realistic or Abstract) or Women in Art or The 

Female Nude 

Artist Ref: 

Jenny Saville 

Lucian Freud 

Glenys Barlow 

Pablo Picasso 

Edward Degas 

Representing Emotions or Use of colour to explore mood and atmosphere 

Artist Ref: 

Edvard Munch 

Vincent Van Gogh 

The Fauves 

Frank Auerbach 

Mark Rothko 

 



 

 

Creation of Movement in a work of Art 

Artist Ref: 

Duchamp 

The Futurists 

Wassily Kandinsky 

Personal identity or Cultural Identity 

Artist Ref: 

Tracy Emin 

Jenny Saville 

Sarah Lucas 

Alison Wilding 

Sonia Boyce 

Chris Ofili 

Frida Kahlo 

Transforming Everyday Objects 

Artist Ref: 

Pop Art: Claus Oldenburg, Eduardo Paolozzi 

Surrealism: Dali, Magritte 

Cubism: Picasso, Gris 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Personal Study: 

The Personal study will consist of a critical and analytical written piece of a 

minimum of 1000 words continuous prose, making links to your own practical 

investigations and supported by contextual research.  

The Personal study can take any form but must: 

 Be presented as a separate piece of writing 

 Be a minimum of 1000 words on the chosen subject 

 Be written in continuous prose 

 Be in a presentable format for assessment 

 Include a full bibliography, citing all references. 

 

Useful websites: 

www.artcyclopedia.com 

www.witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHlinks.htm 

www.artlex.com 

www.ibblio.org/wm/paint 

www.iniva.org 

www.nationalgallery.org.uk 

www.tate.org.uk 

www.artchive.com 

www.sculpture.org.uk 

www.craftscouncil.org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://www.witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHlinks.htm
http://www.artlex.com/
http://www.ibblio.org/wm/paint
http://www.iniva.org/
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.artchive.com/
http://www.sculpture.org.uk/
http://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/

