
Preparing for your History A Level: Summer Work 
 

For your Russia course: 

Type of task What you need to do What I’ll expect to see 

Core Visit the First World War exhibition at the Imperial 
War Museum and create a piece of work which 
shows the impact of WW1.  Pay special attention to 
any parts of the exhibition that relate to Russia. 
http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london 
 

A piece of work which shows 
IMPACT for example: 

 Mind map 

 Series of annotated 
photographs 

 Written account 

Core Watch the film Doctor Zhivago (1965 version because 
it is the best one!) and create a brief summary in note 
form of what it tells you about life in Russia.  Ideally 
you will split this up in some way to show analysis 
e.g. by the different periods the film follows or 
theme. 

Notes on what you learnt which 
shows what the film teaches you 
about life in Russia – you can be 
creative about how you 
demonstrate this! 

Extension Read Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak and answer 
these questions.  

1. What was the historical significance of the 
following dates? 

 1905 

 February 1917 

 July 1917 

 October 1917 

2. The ‘…lives of four young people are 
interrupted by the extraordinary events of 
the Russian Revolutions.’  What was the 
impact of the disruption caused by war & 
revolution on the characters in the book and 
on the Russian people? 

Use the novel as well as any 
research to answer the questions.  
You can present your ideas in 
whatever way works best for you.  
Remember, to cite any sources 
used in a bibliography. 

 

Bring your work to your FIRST lesson with Miss Robinson/Mr Flynn 

For your Tudor course: 

1. Watch and make notes on ‘The Winter King Documentary’. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5FsriGn300 

2. A large part of your course next year is understanding how and why people have viewed Henry VII and VIII in 

different ways. We call this interpretations.  

 

You need to research two people from history (any two people!) who have been interpreted in different ways. 

There does not need to be any link or connection between the two people. For example, you could do Oliver 

Cromwell because some historians view him very positively and others do not.   

 

For your two people you need to cover; 

- What the different views are 

- Why people/historians have different views 

- How have the views changed over time e.g. has the person become less and less popular over 

time? 

- Comment on which view you find most convincing and why.  

Bring your work to your FIRST lesson with Mr Jeffries 

 

Enjoy the summer!  

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-london
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Boris-Pasternak/e/B000APYJXO/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-5FsriGn300

