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A Summary of Programmes of Study and Subject Entry Requirements
A Levels have been reformed over the past three years. The main change is the AS no longer contributes to the final A Level i.e the A Level 
is a two year linear course. AS Levels still exist and can be taken as a freestanding qualification.

• Students are invited to choose 4 subjects with the majority completing 3 of those 4.

• If a student takes 4 subjects they may decide, under certain circumstances, to take one of their subjects at AS at the end of Year 12.

• Students will take mock examinations in January of Year 12 and if their results are predicting grades of D or E, they will be entered for 
AS at the end of Year 12 and will be able to continue to the full A Level if they gain a grade D 

• Mock examinations in the Summer of Year 12 will inform students if they continue to Year 13. 
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The following content of this course guide gives an overview of each subject’s content and assessment. 
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Art and Design Art 5

Biology

Combined Science
AND Mathematics
AND subject test

7-7 
6

OR Biology  
AND Mathematics
AND subject test

6
6

Business English Language
Mathematics

5
5

Chemistry

Combined Science 
AND Mathematics

7-7
6

OR Chemistry
AND Mathematics

6
6

Computer Science
Computer Science
English Language 
Mathematics 

6
5
6

Drama and Theatre Studies English Language
OR English Literature

5
5

Economics English Language
Mathematics

5
6

English Literature English Language 
English Literature

6 
6

Film Studies English Language
OR English Literature

5
5

Geography
Geography (if studied)
OR History
OR Religious Education

5
5
5

Politics History
OR English Language

6
6

History History 5

Mathematics Mathematics (Higher level) 7

Modern Languages French OR
Spanish 6

Music Music - if taken 
Grade 5 or above (Associated Board) in your chosen instrument is essential 5

Photography English Language
OR English Literature 5

Physical Education Physical Education (if taken)
Science

5
6-6

Physics

Combined Science
AND must be doing A Level Mathematics 7-7

OR Physics 
AND must be doing A Level Mathematics 

6 
 

Psychology
Science
English (Language or Literature)
Mathematics

5-5
5
5

Politics History or English Language 6

Religious Studies: Philosophy and Ethics

Religious Education
OR History
And English Language
OR English Literature

5

5

Subject Entrance Requirements Table
5 GCSE’s at Grade 9-5 to include Mathematics and English Language or English Literature.
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Content Assessment overview

Component 1

Personal Investigation    
• Supporting studies (Sketchbooks, designs, preparatory work)
• Practical work (2D and 3D outcomes)
• The Personal study (1000-3000 word essay in Year 13)

60%

Component 2
Externally set assignment  
• Preparatory studies
• 15 hour period of sustained focus

40%

ART & DESIGN
Students undertaking this Art, Craft and Design title will be studying the two year linear course following the new AQA syllabus 
and will be expected to produce evidence of work chosen from at least two disciplines. They show this in sketchbooks and 2D 
and 3D outcomes.

Drawing skills from observation are important and will be reflected in coursework. In recent years we have also run Life Drawing 
sessions, which have strengthened student’s drawing skills and have helped build up portfolios and trips to IOE Art talks.

Exam Board: AQA

Additional Subject entry requirements 

GCSE Grade 5

Progression 

An A Level in this subject would enable you to apply for a foundation art course, a degree in Art and Design, Fine Art, Fashion 
and Textiles, Three- Dimensional Design, or Architecture among others.

For further information, please contact Miss Peres da Costa

Probationary Contracts

Year 12 
In exceptional cases students can apply to study any course where one entry criterion has not been met. If the appeal is 
successful a contract will be issued. Contracts will run until December. If subject criterion have been met, but either GCSE 
English or Mathematics Grade 5 has not been achieved, such contracts will continue until the end of Year 12. Students 
would normally be expected to attain the requisite grade by then.

 
Creative Pathway 

Applicants who do not meet entry requirements may submit a portfolio of work to show they are able to meet the 
standard required.
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Paper 1 - The Natural Environment and Species Survival 100 marks      33.3% weighting      2 hours

• Topic 1: Lifestyle, Health and Risk
• Topic 2: Genes and Health
• Topic 3: Voice of the Genome

• Topic 4: Biodiversity and Natural resources
• Topic 5: On the Wild Side
• Topic 6: Immunity, Infection and Forensics

Paper 2 - Energy Exercise and Co-ordination 100 marks      33.3% weighting      2 hours

• Topic 1: Lifestyle, Health and Risk
• Topic 2: Genes and Health
• Topic 3: Voice of the Genome

• Topic 4: Biodiversity and Natural resources
• Topic 7: Run for your life
• Topic 8: Gray Matter

Paper 3 - General & Practical Applications in Biology 100 marks      33.3% weighting      2 hours

• All topics across the full A Level specification
• A section of the paper will include questions based on a pre release article

BIOLOGY
Biology is a fascinating subject giving an insight into the living world around us. The Biology A (Salters-Nuffield) course offers 
students an opportunity to experience the interrelated nature of Biology, linking a variety of topics and showing how genetics 
and the environment can work together to influence organisms.

Exam Board: Edexcel 

We study the Edexcel Biology A (Salters-Nuffield). This is a two year course culminating in three written exams. 
 
Overview of Biology course

The biology course consists of eight topics studied over two years. The topics covered include the Circulatory System, Genes, 
Ecology and Respiration. Students will be expected to demonstrate and apply the knowledge, understanding and skills 
they develop during the course. In addition, they will be expected to analyse, interpret and evaluate a range of scientific 
information, ideas and evidence using their knowledge, understanding and skills. 
 
Summary of Assessment

In addition to the grade awarded as a result of the written papers there is a practical endorsement that can be added to the final 
certificate. This is assessed during the course and depends on work carried out in class and documented in two Biology lab books 
which need to be purchased at the start of Year 12, at an approximate cost of £7.00 each.

Subject entry requirements 

Students may have studied combined or Triple science at GCSE.

Grades

GCSE Biology 6 (students must have been entered for all higher tier papers) or Combined Science 7-7 along with Mathematics 
Grade 6.

In addition to these requirements there is an entrance test sat in the summer term. This is based on the additional Biology 
curriculum and requires a minimum pass mark of 40%.

Progression 

Linear A Level Biology can open up a range of careers and higher education courses in medicine, veterinary science and dentistry, 
optometry, physiotherapy, pharmaceutical sciences, forensic science, biomedical and biological sciences, environmental health and 
food sciences. A Level Biology can also help gain direct entry into employment, especially into the scientific and related sectors.

For further information, please contact Mr A Murphy
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BUSINESS
The aims and objectives of the Business A Level is to enable students to:

• Develop an enthusiasm for studying business. 
• Gain a holistic understanding of business in a range of contexts. 
• Develop a critical understanding of organisations and their ability to meet society’s needs and wants. 
• Understand that business behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives. 
• Generate enterprising and creative approaches to business opportunities, problems and issues. 
• Be aware of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities faced by organisations and individuals. 
• Acquire a range of relevant business and generic skills, including decision making, problem solving, the challenging of 

assumptions and critical analysis. 
• Apply numerical skills in a range of business contexts. 

Exam Board: Edexcel

Overview of Business course  

The course is structured into four themes and consists of three externally examined papers. Students are introduced to 
Business in Themes 1 and 2 (see Year 12 content) through building knowledge of core business concepts and applying them to 
business contexts to develop a broad understanding of how businesses work.

Breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding, with applications to a wider range of contexts and more complex 
business information, are developed in Themes 3 and 4, requiring students to take a more strategic view of business 
opportunities and issues.

Students are encouraged to use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the study of business, to understand that 
business behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives and to challenge assumptions.

Summary of Assessment 

Paper 1: Marketing, People and Global Businesses 
2 hours. 35% of the A Level course 
The paper comprises two sections, A and B. Both sections contain data response questions and one extended open response question. 

Paper 2: Business Activities, Decisions and Strategy 
2 hours. 35% of the A Level course 
The paper follows the same format as paper 1

Paper 3: Investigating Business in a competitive Environment 
2 hours. 30% of the A Level course 
The paper follows the same format as paper 1.

Subject entry requirements 

English Language Grade 5 - Mathematics Grade 5.  There is no requirement to having a Business GCSE. In fact whilst it will take a 
little longer to become familiar with the course students that have not done Business before by the end of the course are equally 
as successful as those that have. 

Progression 

Many of our Bishop Ramsey students choose to continue their study of Business at university. Business is a specialist subject 
in its own right that is offered by many universities. It may also be studied as a component of other degree courses including 
Finance, Administration and Engineering.

Business students are highly valued by employers for their rigorous understanding of the function and management of firms, 
their decision making skills and their ability to evaluate alternatives.

For further information, please contact Mr Carter
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CHEMISTRY
A Level Chemistry

Chemistry is the study of substances, with particular emphasis on their structure and components, how they interact, and 
their importance in daily life. A Level Chemistry is suitable for students who have an interest in carrying out investigations and 
who enjoy critical thinking, analysis and problem solving.

A Level Chemistry comprises 5 theory units. Practical skills are integrated with the theoretical topics and they are assessed 
both through written papers and, for A Level only, the Practical Endorsement. Students must purchase a lab book at the start 
of year 12 in which all core practical work will be written. Students are also advised to purchase a textbook. Both the lab book 
and textbook can be purchased through Parentpay at the start of year 12. 

Exam Board: OCR

Overview of A Level in Chemistry A (H432)

The A Level content is divided into five teaching modules and each module is further divided into key topics plus the separate 
Practical Endorsement

Module 1: Development of practical skills in chemistry 

Chemistry is a practical subject and the development of practical skills is fundamental to understanding the nature of 
chemistry.  This module gives learners many opportunities to develop the fundamental skills needed to collect and analyse 
empirical data. Skills in planning, implementing, analysing and evaluating will be assessed in the written papers.

Module 2: Foundations in chemistry

This module acts as an important bridge into Year 1 and Year 2 Level Chemistry from the study of chemistry within science 
courses at GCSE level. It provides learners with a knowledge and understanding of the important chemical ideas that underpin 
the study of Chemistry. The module also allows learners to develop important quantitative techniques involved in measuring 
masses, gas and solution volumes, including use of volumetric apparatus.

Module 3: Periodic table and energy

The focus of this module is inorganic and physical chemistry, the applications of energy use to everyday life and industrial 
processes, and current environmental concerns associated with sustainability. 

Module 4: Core organic chemistry 

This module also provides learners with an opportunity to develop important organic practical skills, including use of Quickfit 
apparatus for distillation, heating under reflux and purification of organic liquids. 

Module 5: Physical chemistry and transition elements

 This module extends the study of energy, reaction rates and equilibria, and the periodic table. This module provides a context 
for synoptic assessment and the subject content links strongly with the content encountered in Module 2: Foundations in 
chemistry and Module 3: Periodic table and energy.

 Module 6: Organic chemistry and analysis 

This module introduces several new functional groups and emphasises the importance of organic synthesis. This module also 
adds NMR spectroscopy to the instrumentation techniques used in organic and forensic analysis.
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CHEMISTRY (continued) 
Summary of A- level Assessment – OCR Chemistry A Syllabus (H432)

Learners must complete all components (01, 02, 03 and 04).

Contents Overview Assessment Overview

Content is split into six teaching modules: 

Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry  
Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry  
Module 3 – Periodic table and energy  
Module 4 – Core organic chemistry  
Module 5 – Physical chemistry and transition elements  
Module 6 – Organic chemistry and analysis 

Component 01 assesses content from modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. 
Component 02 assesses content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. 

Periodic table, elements and 
physical chemistry (01) 100 
marks 2 hours 15 minutes 
written paper

37% of total A Level 

Synthesis and analytical 
techniques (02) 100 marks 
2 hours 15 minutes written 
paper

37% of total A Level 

Unified chemistry (03) 70 
marks 1 hour 30 minutes 
written paper

26% of total A Level 

Practical endorsement in 
chemistry (04)* (non- exam 
assessment)

Reported separately   
(pass or fail)

Subject entry requirements 

GCSE Triple Chemistry Grade 6 or Combined Science (7.7).  Students must also have achieved a Grade 6 in Mathematics. 

Progression 

An A Level in Chemistry would enable you to apply for a degree in Chemistry, Biochemistry, Food Science/Nutrition, Forensic 
Science, Biological or Chemical Engineering. It is also requirement for degrees in medicine, dentistry, veterinary science 
and pharmacy. Studying A Level chemistry is desirable for other careers such as Food Technology, Nursing, Physiotherapy, 
Radiography and other paramedical courses.

For further information, please contact Mrs Ngochi or Dr.McGeady 
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 AS Assessment  A Level  Assessment

Unit 1
Externally marked question paper 
(1 hr 15 mins)

Unit 1
Externally marked question paper 
(2 hrs 30 mins)

Unit 2
Externally marked question paper 
(1 hr 15 mins)

Unit 2
Externally marked question paper 
(2 hrs 30 mins)

Unit 3 Internally assessed, externally moderated.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the academic principles learned in the classroom to real-
world systems. It’s an intensely creative subject that combines invention and excitement, that can look at the natural world 
through a digital prism. Our Computer Science qualifications will value computational thinking, helping students to develop 
the skills to solve problems, design systems and understand the power and limits of human and machine intelligence. These 
are the concepts that lie at the heart of our Computer Science qualifications. This will be the best preparation for students who 
want to go on to study Computer Science at a higher level and will also provide a good grounding for other subject areas that 
require computational thinking and analytical skills.

Exam Board and Code: OCR

The aims of this course:

• Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science 
• Analyse problems in computational terms though practical experience of solving problems including writing computer programmes 
• Develop the capacity of thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically 
• Develop mathematical skills 
• Develop the ability to articulate moral, ethical, legal and cultural opportunities of digital technology 

Subject entry requirements

GCSE Grade 6 in Computer Science, GCSE Grade 5 in English Language and GCSE Grade 6 in Mathematics. Students are also 
advised to purchase a textbook which can be purchased through Parentpay at the start of Year 12 at a cost of £30.00

Course Content: 

Unit 1 – Part 1: Computing Principles
• Understanding of operating systems
• Introduction to programming
• Understanding of databases, networks and web 

technologies
• Using Boolean algebra
•  Computing-related laws 

Unit 1 – Part 2: Computer Systems
• Components of a computer and their uses
• How data is exchanged between different systems
• How data is represented and stored in different structures 

and the use of different algorithms understanding legal, 
moral and ethical issues

Unit 2 – Part 1: Algorithms and Problem Solving
• Understanding computational thinking
• Problem solving and programming
• Analysis and design

Unit 2 – Part 2: Algorithms and Programming
• Elements of computational thinking
• Problem solving and programming
• The use of algorithms to describe problems and 

standard algorithms

Unit 3 – Programming Project
• Analysis of the problem
• Design of the solution
• Implementation of the solution
• Evaluation
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COMPUTER SCIENCE (continued)
Progression

This course will give students a clear progression into higher education and lead to job opportunities including, but not limited 
to, computer programmer, APP developer, games developer, web designer and computer engineer.

For further information please contact Mr Ketter or Mr Mayne

DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES
Students taking Drama and Theatre will be studying the two year linear course following the new EDEXCEL syllabus. 

Students will also complete a written exam, which focuses on the work of theatre practitioners and coursework in the form of 
a portfolio.

A Levels in Drama and Theatre will be assessed through a combination of a 40% written exam and 60% non-examined 
assessment.  A minimum of two complete and substantial performance texts and a minimum of three key extracts from three 
different texts placed in the context of the whole text.

Exam Board: Edexcel

 
Summary of Assessment

Contents Overview Assessment Overview

Component 1 
EDEXCEL  
9DR01

Devised work based on a play chosen by the centre 40%

Component 2 
EDEXCEL 
9DR02

A rehearsed extract from a play chosen by the centre from a choice of texts 
given by the board.

20%

Component 3 
EDEXCEL 
9DR03

A written exam focusing on the work of theatre practitioners in light of a 
studied play and a theatre review.

40%

Subject entry requirements 

GCSE Grade 5 or above in English Language or Literature  Please note, theatre visits will need to take place, these will be 
arranged by school as well as individually at a cost to the student.

Progression 

An A Level in this subject would enable you to apply for a degree in Theatre Studies or other performance based degrees. It 
lends itself well to careers in acting, production, teaching or any career, which involves collaborative work, creativity and 
public speaking.

For further information, please contact Miss Carroll
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ECONOMICS
Economics is the study of the issue of infinite wants but finite resources. Choices have to be made by individuals, firms and 
governments. Economics is the study of how societies make these choices and decide how to allocate the world’s resources 
between competing uses. Economics is academic in its approach, combining readily with both arts and science subjects. Confidence 
in both Mathematics and English is an advantage as the examinations require a good standard of comprehension, fluency and 
the interpretation of statistical evidence. Essay writing and interpreting conceptual models is vital. Topics may be analysed in the 
context of the UK, the European Union or the global economy; therefore an interest in current affairs is an advantage.

Exam Board: AQA
 
Overview Subject

Individuals, firms, markets and market failure
1. Economic methodology and the economic problem
2. Individual economic decision making
3. Price determination in a competitive market
4. Production, costs and revenue
5. Perfect competition, imperfectly competitive markets 

and monopoly
6. The labour market
7. The distribution of income and wealth: poverty and 

inequality
8. The market mechanism, market failure and government 

intervention in market

The national and international economy
9. The measurement of macroeconomic performance
10. How the macroeconomy works : the circular flow of 

income, AD/AS analysis, and related concepts
11. Economic performance
12. Financial markets and monetary policy
13. Fiscal policy and supply-side policies
14. The international economy

Subject and Exam Board: Code 7136

Summary of Assessment

 Assessment is via three papers

Contents Overview

Paper 1: Markets and market failure 2 hours 33.3%

Paper 2: National and international economy 2 hours 33.3%

Paper 3: Economic principles and Issues 2 hours 33.3%

Students considering this subject should choose it if they have a genuine interest in economics and feel they would be able to 
express this in discursive essay form. However whilst economics involves mathematics it is only in part mathematical.  
 
Subject entry requirements 

 
English Language Grade 5 and Mathematics Grade 6. Please note, students are also advised to purchase a textbook which can 
be purchased through Parentpay at the start of Year 12 at a cost of £25.99 for the first year and £24.99 for the second year.

Progression 

Many of our Bishop Ramsey students choose to continue their study of Economics at university. Economics is a specialist 
subject in its own right that is offered by many universities and we have had students in recent years taking up places at 
Cambridge Colleges.  It may also be studied as a component of other degree courses including Mathematics, Politics and 
Geography.  Economics students are highly valued by employers for their rigorous understanding of current issues, their data 
analysis skills and their ability to evaluate alternatives. 
 
For further information, please contact Mr Carter
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
AQA English Literature B 
A Level 7717
Core subject content

There are three components:

1. Literary genres – aspects of Comedy 
2. Texts and genres – elements of Crime Writing 
3. NEA [non exam component] – theory study and  independent  research writing.

Exam Board: AQA/B 

Summary of  Assessment

A Level 7717 Assessment overview

Component 1         40%

Literary genres – Aspects of 
Comedy

3 sections:

A: a passage-based question on Twelfth Night

B: an essay question on Twelfth Night

C: one essay question linking 2 other texts from: The Importance 
of Being Earnest and Small Island

3 tasks, 25 x 3 = 75 
marks, 2.5 hours, closed 
book exam

Component 2           40%

Texts and genres: elements of 
Crime

3 sections:

A: one compulsory question on an unseen passage.

B: an essay question on ONE set text:  Poetry by Wilde, 
Browning and Crabbe, or The Rime of the Ancient Mariner or 
Atonement

C: one essay question which connects 2 texts you did not use 
for section B

3 tasks, 25 x3 =75 marks,

3 hours; clean open book 
exam

Component 3           20% 2 Independent writing tasks, each 1250-1500 words. 50 marks. Moderated by the AQA.

Subject entry requirements 

English Language and English Literature Grade 6. Students may do an AS in this subject as an exit qualification, but most 
students take it as a 2 year qualification, writing A Level exams in the second year. Please note, students will be required to 
purchase books and study guides through ParentPay at the start of Year 12/13. The costs are approximately £55 for Year 1 and 
£50 for Year 2.

Progression 

An A Level in this subject would enable you to apply for a degree in English or Publishing. Studying A Level English Literature is 
desirable for other careers such as Journalism and Theatre, as well as Education.

For further information, please contact Ms Mackay or Miss Wells   
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FILM STUDIES
Film and cinema have been a major art form for over a century. Those who study Film characteristically bring with them a high 
degree of enthusiasm and excitement for what is a powerful and culturally significant medium, inspiring a range of responses 
from the emotional to the reflective.

At the root of all film studies is a recognition that are made: they are constructed using a range elements – cinematography, 
mise-en-scène , sound, editing and performance (the key elements of film form) – which are organised structurally in terms of 
narrative and often genre (the structural elements of film form).

Exam Board: WJEC 

Subject entry requirements 

 
GCSE English Language or Literature Grade 5 or above.  Please note, for component 3 students who wish to make their own 
film will be required to have the necessary equipment and software in order to film on location and edit at home.

Progression 

Learners can progress in to the Film Industry or a range of media industries including: web content and video, advertising, 
journalism and TV.  They can also progress to Higher Education in Film Studies or media, or indeed create their own small 
production company.

 
For further information, please contact Mrs Oldfield

Assessment Overview

Component 1:  Varieties of film and 
filmmaking.  Written exam 2 ½ hours

35% of qualification

This component assesses knowledge 
and understanding of six feature-length 
films.

Section A:  Hollywood 1930-1990 
(comparative study)  
Section B:  American film since 2005 
(two-film study) 
Section C: British film since 1995 (two-
film study)

Component 2:  Global filmmaking 
perspectives.  Written examination 2 ½ 
hours

35% of qualification

This component assesses knowledge 
and understanding of five feature-
length films (or their equivalent).

Section A: Global film (two-film study)
Section B: Documentary film 
Section C:  Film movements – Silent 
cinema 
Section D:  Film movements – 
Experimental film (1960-2000)

Component 3:  Production Non-Exam 
assessment

30% of qualification

This component assesses one 
production and its evaluative analysis.

Learners produce: either a short film 
(4-5 minutes) or a screen play for 
short film (1600-1800 words) plus a 
digitally photographed storyboard of 
a key section from the screenplay an 
evaluative analysis (1600-1800 words)

Core study areas All films across components 1 and 2 Key elements of film form 
Meaning and response 
The context of film

Specialist study areas Within components 1 and 2 Spectatorship, narrative, ideology, 
Auteur, critical, debates and theories.
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GEOGRAPHY
Studying Geography at A Level aims to provoke and answer a wide range of questions about the natural and human 
worlds, using different scales of enquiry to view them from different perspectives. It enables students to be inspired by 
their geographical understanding to engage critically with real world issues and places. Students will grow as independent 
thinkers and as informed and engaged citizens, who understand the role and importance of geography as one of the key 
disciplines relevant to understanding the worlds change peoples, places and environments.

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Overview of Geography

The A Level covers a range of topics as seen below:

Subject entry requirements

GCSE Geography Grade 5 or History, Grade 5 or Religious Education, Grade 5. Please note, students will need to purchase 
two text books at a cost of £26 each. These can be ordered online.

Progression

Geography links with many other subjects and will support various university courses e.g. Biology and Chemistry. There are 
many opportunities to use qualifications in Geography for future careers paths e.g. architecture, sustainability, eco-tourism 
and climate change. 

For further information, please contact Ms Wood 

Study 1: Dynamic Landscapes (25% A Level) Study 2: Dynamic places (25% A Level)

This unit is divided into two broad areas of study.

1. Tectonic Processes and Hazards

2. Landscape Systems, Processes and Change – either 
Glaciated Landscapes or Coastal Landscapes plus a 
minimum of 1 day physical geography work

This unit is divided into two broad areas

3. Globalisation

4. Shaping Places – either Regenerating Places or Diverse 
Places plus a minimum of 1 day of human geography field 
work.

Study 3 Physical Systems and  
Sustainability (25% A Level)

Study 4 Human Systems and Geopolitics 
(25% A Level)

5. The water cycle and Water Insecurity

6. The Carbon cycle and Energy Security

7. Climate Change Futures

8. Superpowers

9. Global Development and Connections-either Health, 
Human Rights and Intervention or Migration, Identity and 
Sovereignty.
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HISTORY
History is a fascinating subject that allows students to immerse themselves in previous time periods to discover how man 
kind used to live and why our world today is the way it is. The subject is particularly suited to students with an analytical 
and inquisitive mind as well as those who enjoy debating and justifying their own opinions on topics as diverse as Henry VIII 
and the Reformation to Stalin’s Russia.

There are three separate units that the students will cover: The Tudors 1485-1603, Revolution and Dictatorship in Russia 
1917 – 1929 and Civil Rights in America 1865-1968.

The Tudor and Russia modules will be assessed by an exam at the end of Year 13. The module on Civil Rights in America is a 
coursework module in which students produce a 4,000 word essay which is submitted at the end of Year 13.

Exam Board: AQA

Content Assessment overview

The Tudors 1485 - 1603 Exam – 2 hours 30 minutes 40%

Revolution and Dictatorship in Russia 1917-1929 Exam – 2 hours 30 minutes 40%

Civil Rights in America 1865-1968 Essay – Roughly 4000 words 20%

Subject entry requirements

History Grade 5 

Progression

The study of History is perfectly suited to further studies or careers in areas such as History, Politics or Law. The skills you 
will develop will allow you to weigh up various pieces of evidence, reach clear and reasoned judgements and then back 
these up whilst justifying your conclusions. These are skills, along with others such as the ability to recognise the causes 
and consequences of events, that will stand students in good stead for any future university course or career path. 

For further information, please contact Mr Flynn, Mr Jeffries or Miss Robinson
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MATHEMATICS / FURTHER MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is a course which is challenging and interesting. It serves as a useful support to many other qualifications 
as well as being a sought after qualification for the workplace and courses in Higher Education. Further Mathematics 
is a course which builds on the content of Mathematics and is particularly demanding. It is aimed at the more able 
mathematician and is a great asset for students who wish to study Mathematics, Science, Economics or a related subject at 
university.

Exam Board: Edexcel

Subject overview 

Mathematics
The courses are linear and the A/S and A Level courses are distinct qualifications. The subject content is divided into 
three areas: Pure Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics.  The overarching themes must be applied along with associated 
mathematical thinking and understanding, across the whole of the subject content. The material at A Level will include 
topic areas covered at A/S level in greater depth as well as additional topics which are only covered at A Level.

• Pure Mathematics : Proof, Algebra and functions; coordinate geometry; sequences and series; Trigonometry; 
exponentials and logarithms; differentiation; integration, vectors, numerical methods.

• Mechanics: Quantities and units in Mechanics; kinematics; Forces and Newton's laws; Moments.

• Statistics : Statistical Sampling; data presentation & interpretation; probability; statistical distributions, statistical 
hypothesis testing. 

Further Mathematics
The courses are linear and the A/S and A Level courses are distinct qualifications. A Level Further Mathematics has 50% Pure 
Mathematics compulsory content and 50% optional content. The optional content can cover additional Pure Mathematics, 
Mechanics, Statistics or Decision Mathematics and will vary depending on the cohort taking the qualification.  AS Level Further 
Mathematics has 30% prescribed content with 70% optional conetent..

The material covered for Further Mathematics will include :

A/S  Further Mathematics
Compulsory units: Complex numbers,Matrices, Vectors 
optional units will include: Discrete Mathematics, 
Mechanics, Statistics and or Further Pure Mathematics.

A Level Further Mathematics
Compulsory units: Proof; Complex numbers; Matrices; 
Further Calculus; Polar Coordinates; Differential Equations; 
Further Vectors; Hyperbolic functions.

Optional units will include: Discrete Mathematics, Mechanics, Statistics , Decision Mathematics and or Further Pure Mathematics.

Assessment - Mathematics and Further Mathematics

The A/S examinations in Mathematics will comprise a Pure paper and an applications paper covering Statistics and Mechanics whilst the 
A2 papers will again be split between Pure Mathematics and an applications paper.  The A2 examinations level will include topic areas 
covered at A/S Level in greater depth as well as additional topics which are only covered at A Level. For futher Mathematics there are two 
compulsory core Mathematics papers and two papers covering the optional units that have been studied.

Subject Entry Requirements

Grade 7 in GCSE Maths (Higher Level). 
 
Progression

University subjects (e.g. Mathematics, Science and Economics) and many career paths are facilitated with an A Level qualification in 
Mathematics.

For further information please contact Mr Kelly

BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY

17



MODERN LANGUAGES
Studying a language gives learners the opportunity to develop and deepen their awareness and understanding of the 
language as well as the cultural knowledge of the countries and communities where the language is spoken. At Bishop 
Ramsey we offer A Levels in both French and Spanish.

Exam Board: AQA

Course Content

French
The French course focuses on how French-speaking society has been shaped, socially and culturally, and how it continues 
to change. Students study aspects of the social context together with aspects of the artistic life of French-speaking 
countries. Students explore issues of French society as well as film and literature through the use of authentic texts 
and materials. The approach is very much an integrated one which is designed to foster a range of transferable skills – 
communication, critical thinking and creativity which are valuable to the individual and society as a whole.

There is an A Level course which is linear and spans two years. There is also the possibility of an AS-Level in French which  
is also linear and which spans just one year. This is a stand alone qualification and does not count towards the A Level 
qualification. However, the course is structured in such a way that it is relevant to both disciplines whether students decide 
to pursue the AS or the A Level qualification.

We offer students the opportunity to go to France to complete work experience and we also do French cinema trips 
throughout.  We encourage students to read extensively and support them in pursuing their own interests in French.

French Overview
We follow the AQA Exam board. There is the possibility of doing an AS Level or an A-Level. Both are separate courses but 
taught so that students can pursue both from year 12 onwards. Students study a range of themes throughout the course.

Theme 1 – Aspects of French-speaking society: Current Trends (AS and A Level)
•  The changing concept of the family
•  Cyber society
•  Voluntary work

Theme 2 – Artistic culture in the French speaking world (AS and A Level)
•  Cultural heritage
•  Contemporary Francophone music
•  French cinema

Theme 3 – Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues (A Level only)
•  Positive aspects of a multicultural society
•  Life for the less fortunate
•  Crime and the treatment of criminals

Theme 4 – Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world (A Level only)
•  Adolescents, the right to vote and political engagement
•  Strikes and protests
•  Politics and immigration

In addition students study a film (AS and A Level) and a book (A Level only).

Continued Over
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MODERN LANGUAGES (continued)
Summary of Assessment – French

AS-Level (One year course) 
All skills are assessed through examination

Paper No. % of A Level Skills Content

1 45 Listening
Reading
Writing

Current Trends
Artistic Culture
+ Translation into English

2 25 Writing Cultural Topics:
Film: La haine
+ Translation into French

3 30 Speaking As for paper 1

A-Level (Two year course)
All skills are assessed through examination

Paper No. % of A Level Skills Content

1 50 Listening
Reading
Writing

Current Trends 
Artistic Culture 
Current Issues 
Political Life
+ Translation

2 20 Writing Cultural Topics:
Film: La haine
Book: Kiffe Kiffe Demain

3 30 Speaking As for paper 1 
Individual Research Project

Entry requirements

French Grade 6

Progression

An A Level in French is an asset for any degree subject and is seen favourably by the majority of top universities. In 
combination with other subjects it is a very popular degree path for our students. Former students have pursued degrees  
in Maths and French, Biology and French, German and French, English Literature and French, Law and French, Music 
and French, Journalism and French – the list goes on! Studying A Level French is desirable for careers such as journalism, 
teaching, medicine, translation, marketing, diplomatic service, civil service, engineering etc.

For further information, please contact Miss Hofmann or Ms Melcarne
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MODERN LANGUAGES
Course content

Spanish
The Spanish course focuses on how Spanish-speaking society has been shaped, socially and culturally, and how it continues 
to change. Students study aspects of the social context together with aspects of the artistic life of Spanish-speaking 
countries. Students explore issues of Spanish society as well as film and literature through the use of authentic texts 
and materials. The approach is very much an integrated one which is designed to foster a range of transferable skills – 
communication, critical thinking and creativity which are valuable to the individual and society as a whole.

There is an A Level course which is linear and spans two years.  There is also the possibility of an AS Level in Spanish which  
is also linear and which spans just one year. This is a stand alone qualification and does not count towards the A Level 
qualification.  However, the course is structured in such a way that it is relevant to both disciplines whether students  
decide to pursue the AS or the A Level  qualification.

We offer students the opportunity to go to Spain to complete work experience. We encourage students to read extensively 
and support them in pursuing their own interests in Spanish.

We follow the AQA Exam board. There is the possibility of doing an AS Level or an A-Level. Both are separate courses but 
taught so that students can pursue both from Year 12 onwards.

Spanish Overview
Students study a range of themes throughout the course. 

Theme 1 – Aspects of Hispanic society (AS and A Level)
•  Modern and traditional values
•  Cyberspace
•  Equal rights

Theme 2 – Artistic culture in the Hispanic world (AS and A Level)
•  Modern day idols
•  Spanish regional identity
•  Cultural heritage

Theme 3 – Multiculturalism in Hispanic society: current issues (A Level only)
•  Immigration
•  Racism
•  Integration

Theme 4 – Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world (A Level only)
•  Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens
•  Monarchies and dictatorships
•  Popular movements

In addition students study a film (AS and A Level) and a book (A Level only). 

Continued Over
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MODERN LANGUAGES (continued)
Summary of Assessment – Spanish

AS-Level (One year course)
All skills are assessed through examination

Paper No. % of A Level Skills Content

1 45 Listening
Reading
Writing

Aspects of Hispanic Society
Artistic Culture
+ Translation into Spanish

2 25 Writing Cultural Topics 
Film: El laberinto del fauno
+ Translation into Spanish

3 30 Speaking As for paper 1

Subject entry requirements:

Spanish Grade 6

Progression:

An A Level in Spanish is an asset for any degree subject and is seen favourably by the majority of top universities. In 
combination with other subjects it is a very popular degree path for our students. Former students have pursued degrees in 
Biology and Spanish, English Literature and Spanish, Chemistry and Spanish, Spanish and French – the list goes on! Studying  
A Level Spanish is desirable for careers such as journalism, teaching, medicine, translation, marketing, diplomatic service,   
civil service, engineering etc.

For further information, please contact Mrs Navarro-Bernal or Mrs Estella

A-Level
All skills are assessed through examination

Paper No. % of A Level Skills Content

1 50 Listening
Reading
Writing

Current Trends 
Artistic Culture
Multiculturalism in Hispanic Society 
Political Life
+ Translation

2 20 Writing Cultural Topics: 
Film: El laberinto del fauno
Book: La casa de Bernarda Alba

3 30 Speaking As for paper 1 
Individual Research Project
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MUSIC
A Level Music is made of 3 different strands, performing, composing and appraising. Students will enjoy composing and 
listening to a wide range of music from Classical, Romantic and 20th Century Music.

Exam Board: EDUQAS

Subject Overview

Component 1 – Performance
A 12 minute recital of 3 items: two pieces from different areas of study and one piece could be from the same area of study.  It 
could be instrument or voice.

Component 2 – Composing
2 compositions.  1 in the Western Classical style, 1 set by an Exam Board brief.

Component 3 - Appraising
Summary of Assessment – Eduqas [part of WJEC] GCE  A Level Music 

Content Examination Assessment overview

Component 1 12 minute recital Marked by a visiting examiner 35%

Component 2 2 compositions externally marked Sent off to be marked externally 25%

Component 3 Written exam. 2 hrs 30 Marked externally 40%

Subject entry requirements 

You will need to be proficient on your instrument to at least Grade 5 or above (Associated Board). Music GCSE Grade 5 or 
equivalent if taken.

Progression 

An A Level in this subject would enable you to apply for a degree in music, music technology and music media. It is also 
requirement for degrees in performing arts and sound recording. Studying A Level music is desirable for other careers such as 
musical theatre.

For further information, please contact Miss Rottmann

BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY

22



PHOTOGRAPHY
The course encourages a broad approach, which allows students to develop a sound technical understanding as well as 
providing an opportunity to explore more creative work in depth. Students will develop an ability to critically evaluate their 
own work and the work of others. 

Exam Board: OCR 

Subject Overview

There is a choice of themes for the externally set task, within the themes there will be a choice of contextual and visual 
starting points, briefs and stimuli.

The following are some of the possible techniques available to students in Photography: traditional darkroom technology; 
printing and developing films; digital technology; the use of camera equipment and lenses; lighting and exposure techniques.

In Year 13, students will then study a further two units – a personal investigation and an externally set task. The personal 
investigation has two integrated elements; a portfolio of practical work and a related study which explores the context in 
which their chosen practical area of study exists. There is a choice of themes for the externally set task, within themes there 
will be a choice of contextual and visual starting points, briefs and stimuli

AS Assessment A Level Assessment

Students need to complete a set amount of preparatory

work to meet the assessment objectives and complete a 10

hour practical test completed over 2 days.

Students need to complete a set amount of preparatory

work to meet the assessment objectives and complete

a 15 hour practical test completed over 3 days. The

coursework unit requires students to produce a set amount

of preparatory work to meet the assessment objectives as

well as a number of final pieces.

Subject entry requirements 

English Language or English Literature Grade 5

Progression 

At higher education there are a wide range of BA Hons courses available at university with Photography as a specialist subject   
or part of a mixed arts degree.

For further information please contact Mr Tulsidas
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Studying AS or A Level Physical Education will give you a fantastic insight into the amazing world of sports performance. 
Not only will you have the chance to perform or coach a sport through the non-exam assessment component, you will also 
develop a wide-ranging knowledge into the how and why of physical activity and sport. 

The combination of physical performance and academic challenge provides an exciting opportunity for students. You can 
perform, and then through the academic study, gain the knowledge to improve yours and others’ performance or coaching 
though application of the theory. 

You will learn the reasons why we do things, why some people outperform others – mentally and physically. You will also 
delve into the ethical considerations behind the use of drugs and also the influence that modern technology is having on 
physical activity and sport.

Exam Board: OCR

Subject Overview

The A Level Physical Education specification content is divided into four components. Each component is further sub-divided 
into topic areas and the detailed content associated with those   topics.

You may be able to opt to take the AS Level qualification at the end of the 2nd year instead of the full A Level.

Components 1-3 are assessed via written examination papers. Component 4 is ‘Non-Exam Assessment’, and is internally 
assessed, externally moderated.

The written papers are designed in manageable bite-size chunks rather than massively long papers.

Summary of Assessment – Physical Education, OCR, H555

Content Assessment overview

Component 1:

Physiological Factors 
Affecting Performance.

Anatomy and Physiology

Exercise Physiology

Biomechanics

Total 90 Marks.

Section A: 10 marks, short answer questions on any topic. 

Section B: 3 x 20 mark questions, 1 per topic – 20 marks broken down into part 
questions.

Section C: 1 x 20 mark extended response questions which links two or more 
topics. 

2 hours
30%

Component 2:

Psychological and  
Socio-Cultural Themes in PE

Skill Acquisition

Sports Psychology

Total 60 Marks.

Section A: 10 marks, short answer questions on any topic.

Section B: 2 x 20 mark questions, 1 per topic – 20 marks broken down into part 
questions.

Section C: 1 x 10 mark extended response questions which links two or more topics.

1 hours
20%

Component 3:

Socio-cultural and 
Contemporary Themes

Total 60 Marks.

Section A: 10 marks, short answer questions on any topic.

Section B: 2 x 20 mark questions on any part of this component broken down 
into part questions.

Section C: 1 x 10 mark extended response ‘synoptic’ question which links two or 
more topics

2 hours
30%

Component 4:

Performance within Physical Education

1. Performance or Coaching

2. EAPI (Evaluation and Analysis of Performance for Improvement)

NEA

30%

Continued Over
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (continued)

Subject entry requirements 

Science Grade 6-6 
Physical Education Full Course Grade 5 (if taken)

Please note, students can do an AS at the end of Year 1 if they wish to leave the subject. We recommend two text books at a 
cost of £25.00 each (optional).

Progression  

Personal training 
working as; 

Coaches, Gym 
Staff, Sports 

Massage 
Therapists

Medical disciplines:  
Physiotherapy Occupational 

Therapy, Dietician

Involvement with 
specific sports  

clubs via 
apprenticeships  
and involuntary 
work experience

A LEVEL PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION

Further education:  
BSC Sports science, PGCE, BA 

Coaching, BA Sports Management, 
BSc Exercise and Health

For further information, please contact Miss Curling or Miss Maycock
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PHYSICS
Physics is both a theoretical and a practical subject. It needs to be studied in conjunction with A Level Maths. The first year 
is a mixture of topics giving students a taste of engineering skills and particle physics.

This provides variety and also helps students consider whether they wish to study a particular aspect of Physics or 
Engineering when they apply for university or Apprenticeships at the start of Year 13. The second year has a more detailed 
look at topics which require A Level Maths skills.

Exam Board: AQA

Subject Overview

In the first year we study 4 main topics; Particles and radiation, Waves, Mechanics and materials and Electricity. 
Interspersed with these is the theory and practice of experimental work. In the second year there are a further four topics. 
Further mechanics and thermal physics, Fields and their consequences and Nuclear physics are all compulsory topics.

The final topic is chosen usually by a class vote from Astrophysics, Medical physics, Engineering physics, Turning points in 
physics and Electronics. Although all topics are available the constraints of the timetable mean that a maximum of two will 
be taught each year. 

Summary of Assessment

We study the AQA Physics A Level (7408). This is a two year course culminating in three written exams.

Continued Over
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PHYSICS (continued)
In addition to the grade awarded as a result of the written papers there is a practical endorsement that can be added to the 
final certificate. This is assessed during the course and depends on work carried out in class and documented in a Physics   
lab book.

Subject entry requirements 

Students may have studied either double or triple science at GCSE. They must also be studying A Level Maths.

Students will be expected to purchase a lab book, along with a text book at the start of Year 12 through Parentpay.

Grades

GCSE Physics 6 (student must have sat all higher tier papers) or Combined Science 7-7. Students wishing to study A Level 
Physics must also be taking A Level Mathematics.

Progression 

An A Level in this subject would enable you to apply for a degree in Physics or different types of Engineering. It is 
advantageous in applying to become a pilot or architecture. Studying A Level Physics is desirable for other careers such as 
banking, radiography, teaching and medicine.

For further information, please contact Dr T Jackson
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POLITICS
Politics is the study of how democratic systems both in this country and abroad operate as well as how they have evolved.  It 
also considers how people interact with these institutions.  The study of this subject also involves an investigation into the 
political behaviour of individuals and groups both those who have power and those who merely participate in the system.  
The study of Politics will also encompass the study of a number of political ideologies and thinkers, a new requirement at A 
Level and this will act as an introduction to political philosophy for those students wishing to move into this field at higher 
education level.

Subject Overview 

There are 3 modules in the A Level specification. These are:
• The Government & Politics of the UK
• The Government & Politics of the USA and comparative studies
• Political ideas (core and additional ideologies)

Exam Board: AQA

Summary of Assessment

Content Assessment overview

Paper 1 - Government and 
politics of the UK

• 2 hour written exam

• A mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions 33.3%

Paper 2 - Government and 
politics of the USA and 
comparative politics

•  2 hour written exam

• A mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions 33.3%

Paper 3 - Political Ideas • 2 hour written exam

• A mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions

• Students are expected to study 5 ideologies and cite 5 theorists within 
each ideology

33.3%

Subject entry requirements 

History or English Language Grade 6

Progression 

An A Level in Politics would enable you to continue to study this subject at degree level as well as subjects such as 
International Relations.  Studying A Level Politics is desirable for other careers such as in the Civil Service, other government 
and non-governmental organisations as well as Law.

For further information, please contact Miss Robinson
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PSYCHOLOGY
Psychology is the scientific study of the brain, the mind and behaviour. The course provides an opportunity for students to 
study classic research as well as new developments within the field of Psychology.

Exam Board: AQA

Subject Overview

In Year 12, students study six units designed around the key approaches in Psychology and research methods. In Year 13, 
there are eight compulsory units and three optional units (selected from a choice of nine units).

Unit One: Introductory Topics in Psychology
• Students study four units concerning social influence, memory, attachment and psychopathology. The topics address 

conformity and obedience, explanations for forgetting, factors affecting the accuracy of eyewitness testimony, 
caregiver-infant interactions in humans, animal studies of attachment, the influence of early attachment on childhood 
and adult relationships, phobias, depression and OCD. 

Unit Two: Psychology in Context
• Part 1: This unit involves a detailed analysis of the various approaches in Psychology and how they each explain human 

behaviour. Mental disorders are discussed in detail. Students become familiar with the different research methods 
available to Psychologists to collect data and will undertake small scale research projects of their own.

• Part 2: Three units are studied relating to the approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology and Research Methods. Students 
study the origins of Psychology and its emergence as a science and six of the key approaches to understanding behaviour. 
Other topics examined relate to responses to stress, biological rhythms and functions in the brain. Students will also be 
exposed to a range of research methods and work on their own small scale research projects. 

Unit Three: Issues and Options in Psychology
• As well as exploring the compulsory ‘Issues and Debates in Psychology’ topic, there is some flexibility in the choice of 

remaining topics studied. Students will study three topics out of the following choices:

• Relationships, gender, cognition and development, schizophrenia, eating behaviour, stress, aggression, forensic 
psychology or addiction.

Summary of Assessment

Content Examination Assessment overview

Unit 1 Introductory Topics in Psychology 2 hours 33.3%

Unit 2 Psychology in Context 2 hours 33.3%

Unit 3 Issues and Options in Psychology 2 hours 33.3%

Subject entry requirements 

English Language or Literature Grade 5     Mathematics Grade 5   Science Grade 5-5

Progression 

Psychology provides students with the skills of critical analysis, interpretation, evaluation and research. There are many career 
opportunities, particularly those involving research and working with people. These include human resources, advertising, 
teaching and retail management. Psychology may be studied as a degree in its own right, or as a component of other courses.   
A Psychology degree provides students with a foundation for further specialised training in various areas such as: Clinical, 
Educational, Occupational, Forensic and Sport Psychology. Please note, there is no textbook to purchase as free online 
resources are available.

For further information, please contact Mrs Lovewell
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
AS & A2 Religious Studies 

Over the 2 year course students study ‘Philosophy of Religion’, ‘Religion and Ethics’ and ‘Developments in Christian 
Thought’. Previous students have found the subject to be both interesting and enjoyable. This subject is well respected in 
the world of further education and also in industry and the service sector.

Exam Board: OCR

Students can be assessed at the end of their AS year and if they no longer continue the subject to A2 they will keep their AS grade. 

However, if students’ progress to A2 in this subject the grade they got at AS will not count towards their final grade, as 
100% of their A2 grade will be based on the exams they sit at A2.

At the end of the A2 year, there will be three 2 hour exam papers, with each exam paper being worth 120 marks (33.3% of 
the total A Level). 

AREA OF  
STUDY:

Philosophy of Religion 
(H173/01)

Religion and Ethics 
(H173/02)

Developments in Religious 
Thought (H173/03)

ASSESSMENT: 33.3% 33.3% 33.3%

EXAM: 2 hours
Answer 3 questions from a  
choice of 4
Each question is worth 40 marks
This paper is worth 120 marks

2 hours
Answer 3 questions from a  
choice of 4
Each question is worth 40 marks
This paper is worth 120 marks

2 hours
Answer 3 questions from a  
choice of 4
Each question is worth 40 marks
This paper is worth 120 marks

Continued Over

Key themes related to the relationship between religion and society

The Examination Topics

Philosophy of Religion 
Students will study:

 
Philosophical Language and Thought
- Ancient Philosophical influences
- The Nature of the Mind, Soul and Body

The Existence of God
- Arguments based on Observation
- Arguments Based on Reason

God and the World 
- Religious Experience
- The Problem of Evil  

Theological and Philosophical 
Developments
- The Nature or Attributes of God

Religious Language
- Negative, Analogical or Symbolic
Religious Language 
- Twentieth Century Perspectives

Ethics and Religion
Students will study:

Normative Ethical theories – 
Religious Approaches
- Natural Law
- Situation Ethics

Normative Ethical theories – 
Religious Approaches
- Kantian Ethics
- Utilitarianism

Applied Ethics
- Euthanasia 
- Business Ethics

Ethical Language – Meta-ethics
- Meta-ethical Theories

Significant Ideas
- Conscience

Developments in Ethical Thought
- Sexual Ethics

Developments in Religious Thought
Students will study:

Insight
- Augustine’s Teaching on Human Nature
- Death and the Afterlife

Foundations
- Knowledge of God’s Existence 
- The Person of Jesus Christ

Living
- Christian Moral Principles
- Christian Moral Action

Development
- Religious Pluralism and Theology

Developments in Ethical Thought
- Sexual Ethics

Society
- Gender and Society 
- Gender and Theology
 
Challenges
- The Challenges of Secluarism 
- Liberation Theology and Marx
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES (continued)
Progression

Studying Religious Studies teaches students to think – to process information and to distinguish between what is important 
and unimportant, true and untrue. A student who studies Religious Studies will know how to communicate and understand 
ideas and will be able to use academic research and intelligent ideas.

The study of Religious Studies develops linguistic, literary, historical and philosophical skills and requires students to deal 
with a very wide range of sources and types of academic literature. It also requires the same rigorous, critical and analytical 
skills, the thorough examination and evaluation of evidence as required for Science, yet it has an extra dimension in 
searching for an understanding of ultimate concerns. No wonder many employers and Universities seek Religious Studies 
and the modules of Ethics and Philosophy as an enterprising qualification. Most employers would count the study of 
Religious Studies in your favour as it shows that you are able to access and process complex information and formulate     
your own opinions on a wide variety of issues.

Some of the past students who went to University to study Religious Studies, Philosophy or Theology have moved onto a 
variety of careers: Business and Management, Retailing, Publishing, Nursing, Librarianship, Teaching, Banking, Accountancy, 
Town Planning, Police, Armed Forces, University Lectureship and yes, Church Ministry.

Subject entry requirements

Grade 5 in RE or History. Grade 5 in English Language or English Literature 

For further information, please contact Mrs Cullum
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SOCIOLOGY
Sociology is an academic discipline aimed at those students who wish to understand more about themselves, the people 
they know, the society they live in and other cultures and societies. Studying society will make students socially, culturally 
and politically aware, and capable of thinking critically about the world around them. Students always enjoy the subject. It   
is hard work but it is very stimulating and relevant to their own lives.

Exam Board: AQA

Subject Overview

There are three papers in total:

Paper 1: Education and Theory and methods
Students will learn about how the education system works and the impact it has on different social class and ethnic groups. 
It will also consider the impact that gender has on both attainment and subject choice. Throughout students will consider 
the different research methods that have been used to study these aspects of education and explore different sociological 
views on the impact that education has on both society and the individual.

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology: Families and Households and Beliefs in Society
Students will learn about the different types of families and households that exists today and consider the impact that they 
have on both individuals and society today. They will move onto consider a range of beliefs that are used in society to help 
us construct our identity and shape our behaviour. There will be a particular focus on religious beliefs. Sociological theory 
will be an integral part of both topics.

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
Students will learn about all aspects of the criminal justice system and the impact it has on individuals within society. They 
will also explore a range of possible theories that might help to explain both criminal and deviant behaviour, as well as 
solutions to reduce crime. The research methods used by sociologists will be considered, and as in the other two papers, 
sociological theory will be a theme that runs through the whole topic.

Assessment

Content Assessment overview

Paper 1 : Education and Theory and Methods
2 hour written paper

80 marks
33.3%

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology
2 hour written paper

80 marks
33.3%

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with  
Theory and Method

2 hour written paper
80 marks

33.3%

Subject entry requirements 

GCSE Grade 5 in ONE of the following: History, Geography, RE.

If GCSE Sociology is taken a  Grade 4 or higher must be achieved

Progression 

An A Level in this subject would enable you to apply for a degree in a range of subjects including social work, law or 
criminology. It is also useful for degrees in media, teaching and journalism. Studying A Level Sociology is desirable for other 
careers such as marketing and occupational therapy.

For further information, please contact Mr Wellstead
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EPQ (Extended Project Qualification)
The EPQ is a Level 3 stand alone qualification and an opportunity for 6th form students to study independently. The 
qualification is excellent preparation for university and work, teaching key fundamental skills. This unique learning 
opportunity gives students an academic advantage over others at university and can lead to ‘discount entrance offers’. 
Cambridge University has stated that ‘Students with the EPQ were more likely than those without it to obtain a good 
degree’. The number studying  the EPQ at Bishop Ramsey reflects the UK trend and has increased over the nine years we 
have run the course with very pleasing results. 

Exam Board: AQA 

What do I have to do?

Students choose a topic they are particularly interested in, it can be related to A levels, University courses, or a hobby/
interest.

1. A 5000 word project or a 2000 word project with an artefact e.g. performance, art, computing. 

2. Complete a logbook

3. A presentation. 

All of the approve contribute to a final Grade A to E which gives UCAS points. 

Who supervises my EPQ?

The EPQ co-ordinator will lead taught sessions and guide you. You will also have a supervisor who will guide you on the 
process as well as the content.

How much time does it take?

The AQA recommend that a minimum of 120 guided learning hours (30 taught hours) is spent on your project. This will 
include taught sessions, meetings, researching etc.

Why should I do the EPQ?

Worth UCAS points (A* = 28) 
The EPQ provides an opportunity for students to extend their abilities beyond the A level syllabus. 
Preparation for University and work. 
Follow a passion.

Recent Titles include:

• Was Thomas Paine the most significant figure during the American Revolution?

• How does climate change affect Coral Reefs? An examination of the damage caused and its future impact

• Were the Egyptians the most socially significant civilisation of the ancient world

• How Polar Bears Adaptations Aid Their Survival

• How Cartoons Affect Adolescent Mental Health

• By what means are the societal struggles of Post-World War Two Japan ingrained within the literature produced from 
1948 – 1992?

• Does Sherlock Holmes use of drugs impair or improve his ability to solve crimes?

• What is classic British comedy and is it transferable into American society?

 
For further information please contact Miss Neal in the Library
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Frequently Asked Questions
Do I have to think seriously about which subjects I choose at my interview in January or February? 
Yes, this is very important. Changes can only be made in September if there are spaces available. Students who were made a provisional 
offer for a subject and are qualified are placed first.

Does it matter if I do not attend the induction course?
Yes, you will miss introductory lessons where preparatory reading/work will be given for September. Students will receive further 
information about option blocks and requirements for the start of Year 12.  HOAC is a great way to interact with new people and build 
confidence.

What happens if the course I want is full?
A decision will be made according to the priorities below unless otherwise stated:

• Applicants have met the deadlines
• Applicants have met the 
 qualifications criteria

• School record/references
• Availability on the course
• Induction course record

NB There may be a case where the 
headteacher has the right to exercise his 
right to choose.

Can I apply for probation in more than one subject? No you can only apply for probation in one subject. 
 
What happens if I meet all the entry requirements for my A Level choices but either my Maths or English GCSE result is a 4, 
meaning that I do not meet the subject entry criterion, but am still only one criterion down?
If you attained a 4 in Maths or English not both you may apply to follow each of your courses on probation. In this case speak to a 
member of staff on enrolment day.

What happens if I do not meet the entry requirements?
Hopefully, you have been realistic in your choice of subjects and level and have worked hard for your GCSEs and this will not happen. You 
can discuss your application on results day but you may need to look at another school or college which offers different courses.

What do I do if I need to talk to someone about changes to my timetable in September?
Attend the Enrolment Surgery on 20th August 2020 (morning for Internal Students & afternoon for External Students) and arrange for a 
further interview if necessary.

If I have made a change which fits the timetable how likely am I to get my choices?
Since most courses are subject to numbers decisions will be made according to the following criteria. Priority will be given to those 
students who originally chose the option and who are suitably qualified. Students who opted for the subject in August and who are fully 
qualified will be considered next. Finally, students who are applying for probation will be considered. If a subject is especially popular it 
may be possible to timetable an extra group, but this would be subject to staffing levels at the time.

What do I do if I am going on holiday at the time the results come out and/or the enrolment forms are due to be sent back to school?
It is best to avoid going away at this time. You should complete the online application once you have your results. You may also find that 
your place, and/or subjects have been taken by another student who has met the deadlines.

What happens if I cannot be contacted by telephone regarding my probation application or interview request in September?
We would do our best to contact you, but if you are unavailable we will work on a first come first served basis.Try to give us accurate 
details when you return your forms so that we can phone you, and ensure that you are available for interview. (It may be possible to 
solve some queries regarding probation over the telephone).

What if I want to change a subject once I have started on a course?
This may be possible if there is space on the course and with the agreement of the Head of Department, who will check that you meet 
the entry requirements. Taking up a new AS Level subject will not be possible after the first six weeks of term.

Where and how can I study?
Sixth Form students have a variety of places that they can study when they have study periods. These include the Library, Sixth Form 
Study Rooms or the Hub. The Learning Environment is flexible, and students are expected to bring their own portable electronic device 
to gain wireless access to the school network.
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Sixth Form General Information
Life in the Sixth Form 
The Sixth Form encourages an atmosphere of co- operation and self-discipline. Students will be expected to take increasing 
responsibility for their own work and actions. 'Taught time' will only be part of education at this level. Students will have to 
spend a considerable amount of time at home on individual work - a weekly minimum of four hours in Year 12 and five hours 
in Year 13. In addition, there will be some study time in school for reading and research, subject to individual programmes of 
study. Teaching groups are generally smaller than those experienced earlier in the school, giving the opportunity to play an 
active part in the learning process.

Library Facilities
The School Library is a place where everyone can go for quiet, individual study and research throughout the school day. The Library 
resources are provided to enhance Sixth Form studies:

1. The Librarians are available to help students make best use of the resources available, this includes assisting with research, both actual 
and virtual.

2. Every subject taught has its own section in the library, containing books, magazines, newspapers and other relevant resources.

3. University prospectuses and careers’ information are available for use in the Library and in the Study room - Mrs Chandarana 
(Careers’ Assistant) also keeps an additional library of careers and university information books in her office.

4. The computers in the library have access to the school network and the internet.

Entry to the Library is always at the Librarian’s discretion. . .
During study periods, students may use the Library, or the Sixth Form Study Room, or the Sixth Form Common Room. The Hub is 
also available to Sixth Form students during the day. Students have access to subject handbooks which support their studies by giving 
information about course content, wider reading materials, and exemplars of good work. These are available on the school VLE, Fronter.

Monitoring of Progress
In October, students will be given target grades through the ALPS system.  Assessments in each subject take place before half term, to 
highlight if there are already progression issues.  There are Internal Assessments in Spring, before the final decisions about exam entry are 
confirmed, assessments are both formal and informal.
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Private Study
The Study Rooms are available for study and group work. Students are responsible for organising work, although all begin the year by 
completing a study skills project designed to enhance their independent study skills.

Year 12 students may study at home, or in a public library, during period five, if they have no taught lesson.

Year 13 students enjoy the same privileges as Year 12. In addition, Year 13 students who have no taught lessons period one may make a 
regular arrangement with their form tutor to study off site. However, this agreement is subject to the condition that students attend the 
designated morning pastoral periods on Monday and Friday. It is essential that all students meet at these times for community, guidance 
and administrative reasons. At particular times of the year students may be instructed to attend other morning pastoral periods. For 
example, to complete UCAS forms, or present assemblies according to the rota. Study privileges may be withdrawn temporarily, or 
permanently, if a student is not complying with Sixth Form standards.

Responsibilities and Decision Making
All Sixth Formers are expected to work with staff and their peers in the care, management and running of the Sixth Form and in 
maintaining high standards in the Sixth Form and school in general.

Sixth Form Council
Sixth Form students are consulted through their representatives on the Sixth Form Council before important decisions are taken. Each 
tutor group has two Council Representatives, elected by its members. Meetings take place twice termly.  Issues of concern to students 
can be raised at these meetings.

Any member of the Sixth Form may stand for election to the Council.

Name: Emma
 Having been at Bishop Ramsey since year 7, it seemed only natural that I should continue into further education in the 

Sixth Form here.

GCSE had been a challenge, and my results gave me the confidence to realise I could continue at AS level. I chose the 
following subjects : Art, Biology, Chemistry, and English Literature and Language. I also am taking classes in Critical Thinking, 
an extra AS level offered by Bishop Ramsey, to enrich thinking skills.

I am thoroughly enjoying Sixth Form life - the students really gel well as part of a year, helped  by the encouragement and 
assistance of the teachers. The extra responsibility and maturity is noticeable and the student-teacher relationship is much 
more relaxed, which means that the learning takes place much more quickly.

I would most definitely recommend Bishop Ramsey Sixth Form, to any hardworking, and determined student, wishing to 
reach their goals and achieve their ambitions. 

St
ud

en
t 

V
ie

w
BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY

36



Head Boy/Head Girl, Deputies, Prefects, Senior Prefects and House Captains and Worship Representatives

During the Spring Term students are invited to apply in writing for the position of Prefect. Out of these, a Head Boy and 

Head Girl are appointed by the Head teacher and senior staff after interviews. They represent the entire school, not just the 

Sixth Form, and therefore these positions carry considerable prestige and responsibility. The students who are elected play 

an active part in school functions and community work, as well as administrative tasks throughout the school. There are 

also six House Captains appointed. The opportunity for Leadership is real strength enhancing personal development and 

later applications to University and employment.

Community Activities

The  Sixth Form is proud of its  tradition of Community Work.  All Sixth Form students play an active part in serving the Community 

within school and beyond.

Students develop valuable work related skills, record evidence and receive written references which contribute to their progress file.

They will have the opportunity to help younger pupils with learning difficulties,  carry  out administrative tasks, assist with the 

organisation of School activities.  Year 12 students are expected to contribute to the Community on a regular, weekly basis such as 

working in local playgroups, old peoples' homes,  charity  shops, hospitals, the school offices and libraries  or local primary  schools.  

Lent Appeal, in March, is an opportunity to focus on raising money to support charities selected bythe students, through a variety of fun 

activities.

Social Activities

Students have the opportunity to socialise in the Atrium and Hub outside lesson times. They participate in a variety of dramatic and 

musical productions.

Events such as the Leavers' Breakfast and Ball are enjoyed annually. Students are also offered the opportunity to attend residential 

courses, conferences, visits and outward bound ventures.  Visits to New York, Skiing in Austria and Malawi are just an example. Students' 

initiatives are encouraged.

Sporting Activities

Pupils in Years 12/13 may voluntarily take part in sporting or recreational activities. Matches are arranged with staff teams and 

teams from other schools. Lunchtime and after school activities are available. 

Inter-House Activities

Varied activities are arranged during the year to allow as many students as possible to take part, ranging from Sport to Drama to 

Languages. Sixth Form students are encouraged to be involved leading as well as participating.

Sixth Form Dress Code

It is hoped that students can retain some flexibility in their choice of what to wear within what is essentially a broad ‘uniform’. Details are 

on the school website.
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Guidance
Each student is a member of a Tutor Group and a House and the form tutor is the first contact when help or guidance is 
needed. Further help will be available from the Sixth Form team.

As part of the pastoral programme, students will be encouraged to plan, assess and review their own achievements, targets 
for the future and progression routes through the use of target minimum grades and action planning. This will relate to 
academic, vocational, social and personal development. The process will include interviews with Senior Staff.

Students will also receive guidance on study and examination technique, preparation for applications and interviews in 
addition to life skills of particular relevance to the world of work and life as a Further or Higher Education student. The 
theme of Citizenship is incorporated.

Careers' guidance will be an important and continuous part of Sixth Form life as decisions are made which will have an 
important influence on the students' future. The expertise of the School's Careers Teacher is available in school, and that of

a Careers' Advisor will also be available. Students have access to a wealth of up-to-date careers' literature obtainable from      
the School. A number of computer programmes are also available to assist with career planning. The Head of Sixth Form 
and Year Directors also offer careers' advice.

Visits to careers' conventions and higher education fairs are also arranged. Students are regularly informed of open days, 
lectures and courses relating to careers, Further and Higher Education. For those students contemplating applying to 
Oxford or Cambridge Universities a support group exists to prepare them for the application and interview. This also covers 
all those who are making early applications.
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 A key factor in the school’s success is the promotion of equality and the concern for 

the individual which are outstanding features of the education provided. This is a school 

where every child really does matter    Ofsted

Name: Irene
 I chose to attend Bishop Ramsey Sixth Form because of its excellent reputation, which I have since learnt it lives 

up to.

Upon joining the school at the beginning of year 12, I was initially apprehensive and nervous; largely about the transition 
from GCSE to A-level. It was a relief to find that my fears were unfounded. Both staff and students here are extremely 
approachable. I recall being greeted with a smile each time I spoke to someone new.

The opportunities and support offered here are incomparable to anything I have ever experienced before. Whilst allowing 
freedom and independence, the Staff here provides excellent information and guidance on careers and individual subjects. 
There is clearly a supportive framework, where in staff genuinely care about each student.

The opportunities for personal development are immense. Within my first few weeks at Bishop Ramsey, I had been elected 
a secretary for the Sixth Form Council, become a peer mentor and assisted in the Sixth Form Open Evening. I would make no 
hesitation in recommending Bishop Ramsey Sixth Form to any student wishing to succeed. 
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Name: Nicholas
 After attending the School since Year 7, I was certain Bishop Ramsey’s Sixth Form was right for me. Having 

experienced the high standard of teaching, and been a part of the strong community, I knew I was going to be able to 
achieve my academic goals and develop further  as a person.

I am currently studying the following ‘AS’ level courses: Mathematics, Physics, Geography and Psychology. There was a 
broad range of subjects for me to choose from including many vocational options. I feel the school also has the right balance 
between independent and guided study, with many facilities available such as group study rooms, a school library and 
internet access. The student – teacher relationship is far more relaxed in sixth form where students know teachers are always 
willing to use their free time to help them.

The school offers many extra curricular activities. For example pupils can receive a discounted ‘pay as you go’ gym 
membership with Highgrove gym which is a fantastic opportunity to take up.

So what with the excellent teaching and school atmosphere I think this is the formula for a successful sixth form. 
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Costs
All normal tuition costs and examination fees are paid by the school, as an Academy, but some additional costs may be incurred 
as a result of field study, study trips abroad or residential courses. The cost of any retake exams is met by the student.

Parents will continue to receive Child Benefit Allowances while students remain at school and for some families a 
Maintenance Grant can be obtained. Details are available from the Civic Centre.

Funding is available to support students in particular need, to cover costs of travel to school or purchase of equipment. This 
is through the 16-19 Bursary Scheme, and further details are given to students about how to apply for consideration after 
Enrolment in August.

Students and parents should understand that withdrawal from a course may lead to a financial penalty in respect of fees 
paid to Examination Boards by the school. For A Level students this would be the cost of any exam entries already made.
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