
MUSIC 
 

 Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13 

Musical 
Outcome 

Building from KS2 
where pupils perform on 
instruments to develop 
their musicality in KS3 

Develop a more 
accurate use of staff 

notation through 
emphasis on rhythmic 
notation and the treble 

clef 

Talking about music 
using specific 
terminology 

 

Building from year 7, 
being able to perform 

more fluently on 
instruments 

Develop more 
accurate use of staff 

notation through 
emphasis on bass 
clef, building into 
simple major and 

minor triads 

Talking about music 
and starting to discuss 
differences between 

different styles of 
music. 

 

Building from year 8, 
having more 

opportunities to try 
additional instruments.  

Develop use of chords, 
looking at more 

complex chords and 
building these into 

compositions. 

 

Developing written 
analysis of music, using 
the elements of music 

and drawing 
conclusions. 

Developing 
performance skills 

on their chosen 
instrument/ voice 

Develop use of 
chords and melody 
within a particular 

style or genre 

 

Developing written 
analysis of music, 
using the elements 

of music and 
drawing 

conclusions in 
relation to set areas 

of study 

 

 Developing performance 
skills on their chosen 

instrument/ voice towards a 
final performance 

Develop use of chords and 
melody within a given style 

or genre 

 

 

Developing written analysis 
of music, using the 

elements of music and 
drawing conclusions in 

relation to set areas of study 

 

Developing 
performance skills 

into a recital 
situation 

Develop harmonic 
language with more 
complex harmonies 

and textures 

 

Develop analysis of 
music, with 
independent 
research and 

listening in relation 
to areas of study 

Developing performance 
skills into a recital 

situation with fluency and 
accuracy 

Develop harmonic 
language with more 

complex harmonies and 
textures within the 
Western Classical 

tradition 

 

Develop analysis of 
music, with independent 
research and listening in 
relation to areas of study 

Autumn  

1 

Introduction to Music 

Pupils will be introduced 

to the three areas of 

music: performing, 

composing & listening. 

 

Ground Bass 

Pupils will build on the 
work at y7 looking at 

the treble clef and 
start to learn about the 

bass clef. They will 
continue to review 
rhythm notation. 

Musicals 

Pupils will learn about 

the history of musicals, 

the different songs used 

as well as focus on a 

musical in depth.  

  

AoS 1 Form & 
Structure 

Pupils will learn 
about how different 

structures were 
used in the 

Baroque, Classical 
and Romantic 

periods. They will 

 
AoS A: Western 

Classical Tradition 

Pupils will know and 

understand the 

musical 

conventions and 

language of the 

period associated 

AoS A: Western 
Classical Tradition 

Revision of the AoS with 
focus on additional 
symphonies, exam 

questions and essays 



focus on key 
terminology to 

describe the music 
and learn 
practically 

with the 

development of the 

symphony. 

 

Composition 

Pupils will compose 
a piece in any style 
that interests them. 
They will build on 
work from GCSE. 

Brief Composition 

 

AoS F: Into 
the twentieth Century 

Revision of the AoS with 
focus on exam questions 

 Brief Composition 

Performance mock 

 

Autumn  

2 

Drumming 

 

Pupils will review 

rhythmic notation and 

expand on this by 

looking at syncopation 

and polyrhythms. 
 

Blues 

 

Pupils will continue 
with the bass clef, 
looking at walking 

bass lines but building 
on this with notating 
and playing chords. 
They will compose 

their own blues piece 
using 12 bar blues 
and blues scale. 

Brit Pop 

 

Pupils will learn about 

the different songs and 

bands. They will 

perform songs in 

groups. 
 

AoS 4 Popular 
Music 

Pupils will learn 
about popular 

music. They will 
focus on the theory 
work, building up to 

chords.  

They will complete 
an ensemble 
performance 

 
AoS A: Western 

Classical Tradition 

Pupils will know and 
understand the 

musical 
conventions and 
language of the 

period associated 
with the 

development of the 
symphony 

Composition 

Pupils will compose 
a piece in any style 
that interests them. 
They will build on 
work from GCSE. 

 

AoS A: Western 
Classical Tradition 

Revision of the AoS with 
focus on additional 
symphonies, exam 

questions and essays 

Brief Composition 

 

AoS F: Into 
the twentieth Century 

Revision of the AoS with 
focus on exam questions 



  Brief Composition 

Performance mock 

 

Spring  

1 

Orchestra: listening 

Pupils will build on the 

rhythm notation and 

start to add in treble clef 

notation. They will learn 

about the different 

instruments in the 

orchestra and listen to 

instruments. 
 

Song writing: 
performance 

Pupils will continue to 
notate chords and 
play chords from a 

cover song.  

Fusions 

Pupils will learn about 

music from different 

cultures and how it can 

be used in combination 

to create new styles.  

AoS 2 Ensemble 
Music 

Pupils will learn 
about different 

ensembles, looking 
at texture and 

sonorities 

They will complete 
an ensemble 
performance.  

 
AoS C: Musical 

Theatre 

This AoS focuses 
on the work of six 
composers who 

were prolific in the 
musical theatre 

world 

Composition 

AoS C: Musical Theatre 

Revision of musical 
theatre with a focus on 
additional musicals and 

exam questions 

Brief Composition 

Performance: 
part mock 

 

 

Spring 

2 

Orchestra: 
composition 

Pupils will use 

knowledge of the treble 

clef and rhythmic 

notation to perform 

different parts of an 

orchestra piece using 

technology. 
 

Song writing: 
composition 

Pupils will use their 
knowledge of chords 
to compose their own 
chord sequence and 

song. 

Instrumental Music 

Pupils will learn about 
instrumental music and 
how it developed over 

the Baroque to 
Romantic periods. 

AoS 3 Film Music 

Pupils will learn 
about film music 
and the different 
techniques used. 

They will complete 
short composition 
tasks to develop 
use of themes, 

melody.  

 
AoS C: Musical 

Theatre 

This AoS focuses 
on the work of six 
composers who 

were prolific in the 
musical theatre 

world 

Composition 

 

Revision/ Exam Papers 

Focus on timed exam 
questions 

Composition 

Performance exam 



Summer 

1 

Radio Shows 

Pupils will learn about 

how to use technology 

to create their own radio 

show. Pupils will record 

in their own cover songs 

for the podcast. 

Alongside this, they will 

revise all theory work 

covered in the year. 
 

Film Music 

Pupils will look at 
different techniques of 
composition used in 
film music and listen 
to a range of music. 

They will start to 
perform music from 

films. 

Game Music 

Using performance 

focusing on game 

music, pupils will learn 

about three different 

theory areas.  

Elements of 
music listening 

Pupils will complete 
lots of different 

listening tasks to 
develop their key 

terminology 
through revision of 

the AoS 

 

 
AoS F: Into the 

twentieth Century 

This AoS looks at 

composers at the 

turn of the 20th 

century and how 

they reshaped the 

musical language.  

 

Composition 

Revision 



Summer 

2 

Scales 

Pupils will learn about 
how different scales are 

used in music from 
different cultures 

 

Film Music 

Pupils will compose 
their own music to go 
with different clips of 

film music.  

Professional Music in 

practice 

Pupils will learn about 

different job roles within 

the music industry and 

events organisation for 

music. They will 

organise an event as a 

class to raise money for 

charity. 
 

Theory 

Pupils will revise 
theory content, 

ensuring they are 
confident in treble/ 
bass clef notation, 

performance 
directions, dictation 

and chords.  

 

Composition 

Pupils will complete 
their free 

compositions 

N/A AoS F: Into the 
twentieth Century 

This AoS looks at 

composers at the 

turn of the 20th 

century and how 

they reshaped the 

musical language. 

 

Composition 

 

N/A 

 


