
RE and Humanities Faculty: (History) 

 

Term Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
Autumn 1 Introductory 

unit 
The students 

are introduced 

to key terms 

and concepts 

within History 

e.g. sources and 

timelines. 

 

Celts unit 
 

The unit 

provides an 

overview of the 

Celts rule of 

England. It 

takes us 

through their 

society, living 

conditions and 

religion. The 

unit challenges 

students to 

form an 

investigation 

around the 

skeletons of 

Slave Trade 

 

This unit 

involves 

studying the 

journey that 

African 

Americans went 

on from being 

captured in 

Africa to being 

transported 

and sold into 

slavery in the 

Americas. We 

also look at 

their 

experiences in 

slavery and how 

slavery was 

abolished.  

 

Skills: Empathy, 

forming 

historical 

enquiries and 

source analysis 

Fall of the 

British Empire 

 
The unit looks 

at the journey 

from the peak 

of the British 

Empire to its 

ultimate 

downfall. It 

discusses the 

different 

factors which 

led to its demise 

and the impact 

of these. The 

unit concludes 

with a review of 

the British 

Empire and 

forming a 

judgement on 

its legacy. 

Crime and 

Punishment  

 
Students are 

introduced to 

their first 

GCSE unit and 

are given a 

general 

overview of the 

time period and 

key factors 

that caused 

people to 

commit crime. 

Following this 

they will look 

at the 

different 

types of crimes 

committed and 

punishments 

used against 

criminals in 

the: Medieval 

period. 

Germany unit  

 
Students will 

study the 

development of 

the Nazi 

dictatorship 

looking at how 

power was 

consolidated and 

how the regime 

was run as well as 

how opposition was 

dealt with. Also, 

the students will 

study what life in 

Nazi Germany was 

like including 

aspects of society 

such as race and 

gender. 

 

 

Russia – Key 

issue 1 

 
Students begin 

their study of 

Russia by 

considering the 

background to 

the 1917 

Revolutions 

before looking 

at the causes 

and course of 

both the 

February & 

October 

Revolutions.   

 

Tudors 

 
Students will 

begin their 

study of the 

Tudors by 

looking at 

Henry VII’s 

consolidation 

Russia – Key 

issue 5 

 
The students 

begin to look at 

the oppressive 

state that 

Stalin created 

to control the 

population. They 

also begin their 

study of Stalin’s 

cultural 

revolution as he 

began to alter 

the traditional 

and societal 

norms of the 

country. 

 

Tudors 

 
In this term 

students will 

cover Edward VI 

and look at how 

effectively he 

governed, his 
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Celts that were 

formed in the 

20th century.  

 
Skills: Following 

up a source, 

explanation, 

forming a 

hypothesis 

 

 

 

of power 

before moving 

on to studying 

how effectively 

he was able to 

govern his 

Kingdom and 

control his 

subjects.  

foreign policies, 

financial success 

and religious 

change.   

 

Coursework 

on-going. 

Students begin 

to ask for 

guidance of 

sections of 

work. 1:1 

meetings 

begin. 

Autumn 2 Saxons and 

Viking unit 
Following this 

the students 

investigate the 

actions, beliefs 

and impact of 

the two 

cultures (The 

Vikings and the 

Saxons). 

 

Skills: 

Inference, 

posing a 

historical 

question and 

Civil Rights 

 
This unit 

involves 

studying the 

events that led 

to the passage 

of the 1964 

Civil Rights Act 

and other legal 

changes 

following the 

American Civil 

War. We also 

analyse the 

treatment of 

African 

Post war 

Rights and 

Representation 

 

Students will 

look at post- 

war Britain and 

the 

development 

of rights 

including the 

creation of 

the welfare 

state and the 

increasing 

Crime and 

Punishment  

 
Students will 

begin their 

study of crime 

in the Early 

Modern Period. 

They will also 

be introduced 

to crime and 

punishment in 

the Industrial 

Period (1700-

1900). Later, 

students will 

complete their 

Overview of 

Germany unit 

 

Cold War unit  

 
Students will 

study the origins 

of the Cold War 

from 1941-58.  

This will include 

the initial 

development 

following WW2 as 

well as the initial 

conflicts in the 

Russia – Key 

issue 2 

 
Students 

continue to 

look at the 

early Bolshevik 

regime 

including the 

Civil War and 

the economic & 

political 

challenges they 

faced.   

 

 

Russia – Key 

issue 5/6 

 
This part of the 

course looks at 

Stalin’s foreign 

policy and his 

journey towards 

his involvement 

in World War 2. 

Following the 

students' study 

about the 

course of WW2 

and its impact 

on the USSR. 
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description of 

key details in a 

source 

 

Church, State 

and Society  

 
The students 

look into the 

key events in 

the Medieval 

Period/Middle 

Ages (1000-

1500AD) and 

try to judge 

which factor at 

the time had 

the biggest 

influence.  

 

Skills: 

Explanation, 

Judgement and 

Comparison of 

sources 

Americans 

during the 

period of 

segregation and 

how this 

changed as 

they gained 

more rights. 

 

Skills: Working 

with 

interpretations 

and explanation 

rights for 

women and 

immigrants 

from 1945-

1960s.  

 

Skills: Working 

with 

intereptations 

and 

explanation  

study of Crime 

and Punishment 

by looking at 

Industrial 

crimes 

followed by 

looking at 

crimes 

committed in 

the modern era 

(1900 

onwards). 

 

 

Cold War. After 

this,  
Tudors 

 
This unit 

progresses to 

look at 

England’s 

relations and 

interactions 

with foreign 

powers under 

Henry VII. 

 

 

Tudors 

 
In this term 

students will 

cover Mary I 

and look at how 

effectively she 

governed, his 

foreign policies, 

financial success 

and religious 

change.   

 

 

Coursework  

Students 

continued to 

receive 

guidance and 

continue to 

develop their 

understanding 

of the sources 

and 

interpretations 

required.  

Spring 1 Tudors unit 

 

WW1 

 

Cold War Overview of 

Crime and 

Punishment 

Cold War unit – 

Key issue 2 

 

Russia – Key 

issue 2/3 

 

Russia – Key 

issue 6 
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The students 

will study rise 

of the Tudors, 

the impact that 

each of the 

monarchs had 

on the country 

and analyse the 

legacy they 

have left 

behind. 

 

Skills: 

Identifying a 

similarity or 

different, 

evaluation and 

analysis 

 

 

In class 

students will 

learn about the 

way the war 

affected a 

variety of 

people including 

men, women, 

children and 

troops from 

the British 

Empire. 

Students will 

then try to 

establish why 

this war was 

often known as 

the ‘Great 

War’. 

 

Skills: Judging 

an 

interpretations 

and inference 

 

 

 

Whitechapel 

unit 

 
Students will 

be introduced 

their new topic 

and will start 

by focussing on 

Whitechapel 

and how 

conditions 

allowed for 

Jack the 

Ripper to 

commit his 

crimes and the 

factors that 

caused panic to 

spread, as well 

as the efforts 

of the police 

force to catch 

him . 

This part of the 

unit looks at the 

increase in tension 

that emerged 

between the 

superpowers. It 

profiles the key 

events which 

nearly led to a war 

and their impact. 

 

Cold War unit – 

Key issue 3 

 
Students learn 

about the 

attempts to 

reduce tension but 

also flashpoints 

that were 

counterproductive. 

Finally, they learn 

of the collapse of 

the USSR and the 

end of the Cold 

War. 

Students finish 

off looking at 

key issue 2.  

Students then 

study the rise 

of Stalin and 

the power 

struggle and 

how he started 

to change the 

nature of the 

Communist 

party and how 

this impacted 

Russia. 

 

 

Tudors 

 
Students will 

continue to 

develop their 

knowledge of 

Henry VII by 

assessing the 

changes made 

to English 

society and the 

economy and 

the effects 

this had on the 

Students learn 

of the period 

referred to as 

High Stalinism. 

They see how 

Stalin became 

increasingly 

paranoid and 

intensified the 

power of the 

state. Later, 

students study 

the position of 

the USSR in the 

world following 

World War Two 

and the 

emergence of 

the Cold War. 

 

Tudors 

 
Students will 

begin their 

study of 

Elizabeth, her 

accession and 

her religious 

settlement and 

government  
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population. 

Students will 

also cover the 

religious 

developments 

that occurred 

during his reign 

Coursework – 

Redrafts 

continuous. 

Hand-in 

coursework 

 

Spring 2 Cromwell & 

Restoration 

 
The students 

explore key 

events such as 

the Civil War, 

the creation of 

an English 

Republic and 

the restoration 

of the English 

Monarchy. 

 

Skills: 

Usefulness of a 

source and 

source analysis 

 

 

 

Interwar 

Years 

 
Students 

explore the 

interwar years 

by investigating 

issues such as 

the League of 

Nations, the 

changes in 

society and 

economy 

including the 

Great 

Depression and 

the rise of 

fascism.   

 

Skills: 

comparison of 

nations and 

source 

Cold War in 

Asia (Vietnam 

War) 

 
Students study 

the origins of 

the Cold War in 

Europe before 

investigating 

the nature of 

the cost of the 

war on Vietnam 

on all those 

involved. 

 

Skills: 

independent 

research, 

judgement, use 

of criteria, 

source anlysis  

Saxons and 

Normans  

 
Students will 

begin their new 

topic by being 

introduced to 

life in Anglo-

Saxon England. 

They will cover 

Anglo-Saxon 

society, power 

struggles and 

the importance 

of 1066. Then, 

students will 

continue the 

topic by 

discussing 

rebellions, the 

Harrying of 

the North and 

will also focus 

on how the 

Overview of Cold 

War unit 

 

Revision  

 
This term 

students will 

spend some time 

revising content 

from last year and 

this year ahead of 

their GCSE exams. 

 

Russia – Key 

issue 3/4 

 
Students finish 

looking at key 

issue 3 and 

Stalin’s early 

impact on the 

Communist 

Party.  then 

then begin to 

look at the 

economic 

changes Stalin 

brought. 

 

 

Tudors 

 
Students will 

cover Henry’s 

death and his 

succession. 

Students will 

Russia – 

Revision 

 
This term 

students will 

spend some time 

revising content 

from this and 

last year ahead 

of their A Level 

exam. 

 

 

 

Tudors 

 
The Tudor 

course finishes 

by looking at 

Elizabeth’s 

foreign relations 

and social 

changes.  
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evaluation & 

analysis  

 

 

Normans 

managed to 

maintain 

control of 

England. 

 

then begin 

their study of 

Henry VIII by 

covering his 

consolidation 

of power and 

his methods of 

government. 

Summer 1  Industrial 

Period 

 
Students will 

learn about the 

causes, events 

and 

significance of 

the Industrial 

Revolution 

including the 

role of key 

individuals, 

inventions and 

developments 

of towns and 

mills across the 

UK.  

 

Skills: 

Causation, 

Inference from 

a source, 

WW2 (incl. 

local study) 

 
Students will 

be taught about 

the key events 

of World War 

II such as the 

evacuation of 

Dunkirk, the 

invasion of 

Russia and the 

D-Day Landings 

 

Skills: 

Describing key 

features and 

explanation 
 

In the local 

study students 

will learn about 

the role played 

Modern 

Terrorism  

 
The first part 

of this unit will 

look at The 

Troubles in 

Northern 

Ireland. We will 

begin by 

debating the 

different 

definitions of 

terrorism and 

what qualifies as 

terrorist 

activities. 

Students will 

then develop 

their knowledge 

of the causes of 

The Troubles 

Saxons and 

Normans  

 
Students will 

study Norman 

England from 

1066-1088 

looking at 

society in 

Norman 

England 

including the 

role of the 

Church, the 

aristocracy and 

government. 

 

Overview of 

Saxons and 

Normans unit 

Revision 

 

Exams 

Russia – Key 

issue 4 

 
Students 

complete 

looking at key 

issue 4 and 

assessing 

Stalin’s 

economic 

changes. 

 

 

Tudors 

 
The students 

will progress to 

cover Henry 

VIII’s foreign 

policy and his 

relations with 

foreign powers 

Revision 

 

 

 

Exams 



RE and Humanities Faculty: (History) 

Making a 

judgement   

 

 

 

by our local 

area during 

World War Two 

and the 

experiences of 

the people 

living there. 

Students will 

cover the 

experiences of 

children who 

were evacuated 

as well as how 

the local area 

was involved in 

the Battle of 

Britain and the 

Blitz. The unit 

will culminate 

by studying the 

role played by 

RAF Eastcote 

in cracking 

German codes 

before finishing 

with VE day. 

 

before moving 

on to learning 

about the 

different 

paramilitary 

groups and their 

aims and tactics. 

Key events such 

as Bloody 

Sunday and the 

Brighton 

Bombings will be 

covered before 

the unit ends 

with looking at 

the Good Friday 

Agreement and 

the situation in 

Northern 

Ireland today. 

 

Summer 2 Birth of the 

British 

Empire 

Holocaust 

 

Modern 

Terrorism  

Germany unit  

 

Exams 

 

Gained Time 

Russia – Key 

issue 4 and 

Revision 

Exams 

 

Gained Time 
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The students 

pose questions 

about the 

British Empire 

and seek to 

answer them 

through 

research and 

discovering the 

reality of the 

early British 

Empire. The 

students 

evaluate the 

impact of the 

British Empire 

and how it is 

viewed in 

different parts 

of the world. 

 

Skills: Source 

analysis and 

forming a 

judgement 

 

 

 

 

 

The students 

will also look at 

the history of 

anti-Semitism 

and how this 

wasn’t just 

rooted German 

culture, yet was 

exploited by 

the Nazis. Also 

the students 

will look at the 

actions that 

the Nazis took 

after taking 

power in 1933 

and the 

approaches 

that they took 

to `solve the 

Jewish 

problem’.  

 

Skills: 

Identifying 

similarities and 

differences and 

chronology. 

 

Students will 

study the 

Weimar 

Republic 

looking at the 

development of 

it, the 

problems it 

faced and how 

these were 

addressed. 

Following this, 

students will 

study Hitler’s 

rise to power 

looking at the 

growth in 

support for 

him and how he 

came to power. 

 

 
This term 

students will 

spend some 

time revising 

content from 

this year for 

their progress 

exam as well as 

finishing key 

issue 4. 

 

 

Tudors 

 
The Break 

from Rome and 

the English 

Reformation. 

We end the 

year by looking 

at Henry’s final 

years and the 

situation he 

left for his son 

to inherit. 

 

 

Coursework – 

Establish 

background 
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and teach 

introductory 

lessons. 

Students 

begin 

research. 

 

 

 


