
 
 

Year 8 English PoS 2021 

Learning 
Key Knowledge 
Link apply and adapt 
Build knowledge and skills 
Self-regulated, reflective independent 
Know what they are good at and what to improve 
Stretched, challenged supported 
Wider ideas culture and the world 
Use technology flexibly and responsibly 

Loving 
Well informed global citizens 
Believe they can make a difference 
Shape community and school 
Care about the environment and each other 
Responsible for their own behaviour 
Grow spiritually 
Respect and tolerance 
Charity, volunteering and fundraising 

Living 
Wider learning 
Leadership, teamwork, collaboration 
Success for all abilities  
Value creative subjects 
Interactions with the world of work 
Safety, mental and physical health 
Equipped for their unique future 
Apply to the world beyond 

Curriculum Intent 
The KS3 curriculum builds from primary level skills and knowledge at the start of Y7, through to preparation for GCSE language and literature by the end of Y9.  We seek to build on students’ 
independent reading for pleasure and challenge them to develop their reading through specific library lessons and reading tasks/logs. As writers, they develop their knowledge of vocabulary and 
grammar, as well as their ability to write fluently and confidently in different styles and genres, planning and drafting as part of the writing process. As readers, they build on the word level and 
inference skills they have from KS2, to be able to analyse in essay form and utilise a range of reading skills, such as skimming, scanning and close reading/annotation. As communicators through 
spoken language, they develop their ability to work together and independently, producing crafted spoken work, as well as responding with increasing sensitivity, knowledge and empathy in 
discussion. Growing empathy for a wide range of cultures and experiences is embedded, across times and places, linked to textual study.  
 

Provide pupils with the knowledge and skills they need in order to take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

Building on from year 7, the year 8 curriculum is designed to give all pupils the opportunity to consolidate and develop the essential skill learned in year 7. Pupils are introduced to a selection of 

challenging texts covering both fiction and non-fiction extracts, poetry, whole novels and a second Shakespeare play. Fiction texts chosen include writers from the literary canon such as novelists 

Austen, Dickens and Bronte and war poets including Wilfred Owen. The study of Romeo and Juliet introduces pupils to the concept of tragedy and provides a contrast to the study of comedy in 

year 7. A key focus of year 8 is for pupils to explore the importance of social and historical background of writers and texts and the effect that this can have on the writer’s intention, thus preparing 

them for the rigors of KS4. Writing units give pupils a chance to build on their technical accuracy and ability to write for different audiences and purposes with increased sophistication.  

 

Clearly state the end points that pupils are building towards and the knowledge and skills required to reach them. 

Our learning journey and student overviews for each unit provide pupils with a clear outline of the work they are covering and how it builds on from prior learning at KS2 and year 7 and on to year 

9 and beyond.  Tracking sheets linked to pupil pathways allow pupils to map their achievement in the key skills across the year and to self-assess. Each SOW is structured to allow pupils to 

receive and act upon feed forward on their end of unit assessments. 

 

Is planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught and builds towards clearly defined end points. 
Year 8 English has been carefully sequenced to allow skills to be developed and revisited throughout the year. Unit 1 War Poetry gives pupils the opportunity to revise and develop essential 
reading skills such as language analysis and inference. The level of challenge in texts increases with the study of age appropriate contemporary fiction by Benjamin Zephaniah and Beverly 
Naidoo which both explore the themes of immigration and asylum supporting our pupils to become well-informed global citizens, and an introduction to 19th Century literature and the concept of 
the literary canon. 
 
Has high ambition for all pupils  
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups so that all pupils have access to the most challenging concepts and debates and shared ideas. Writing frames and sentences starters are available for 
pupils on support/core if they wish to use them. Key vocabulary is explicit taught and tested. Each unit has a list of suggested reading to extend pupils thinking and allow them to engage 
independently with the topics being studied and the opportunity to read classics for pleasure. The year 8 curriculum also lends itself to enrichment opportunities such as trips to the Dickens House 
Museum, British Library and Shakespeare’s Globe 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Term/ 
No. of 
Lessons 

Topic title and overview: Building from: Building to: Assessment 

Autumn 
1 

War Poetry 
Studying poetry by Wilfred Own, 
Siegfried Sassoon, Jessie Pope, John 
McCrae and Rupert Brooke 
Background of the writers 
Context of WW1 including causes, 
propaganda, reality of life in the 
trenches, aftermath and memorial 
Writer’s intentions and viewpoints 
Use of language and vocabulary 
Form and structure 
Effects on the readers 
Comparison of different writers 

KS2 
Building on knowledge of poetry form and 
techniques 
Exploring how poets use figurative 
language to create meaning 
Learning poetry by heart 
 
KS3 
Year 7: Identity and culture 
Structure and form 
Writing analytically about the writer’s use of 
language and techniques 
 
Links to other subjects: 
History: Year 7: British Empire 
Music: Year 8: Song writing 
RE: Year 8 Culture in the UK 

Year 9 
Unseen Poetry 
Poetry Anthology 1 
 
GCSE Examinations: 
English Literature Paper 2: The Poetry 
Anthology: Power and Conflict 
Wilfred Owen, images of war 
 
English Literature Paper 2: Unseen 
Poetry 
 
A Level English Literature: 
English Literary Canon 

English Literature 
Assessment: 
 
Reading Assessment: 
How is the reality of war 
shown in Dulce et Decorum 
Est and one other poem? 
 
Assessed Skills: 1,2 3,4,5, 6, 
7 

Autumn 
2 

Exploring Non-Fiction: Campaigning 
for a Cause 
 
Analysing charity leaflets – purpose, 
audience and form 
Use of language – persuasive 
techniques 
Fact and opinion 
Writer’s choices and intentions 
Persuasive speeches 
A variety of non-fiction text types linked 
to the charity sector such as press 
releases 

KS3: 
Year 7: The Environment 
Fact and opinion, DAFOREST, structuring 
a persuasive speech 
 

KS3: 
Year 9: The Art of Rhetoric 
 
GCSE Examinations: 
English Language Paper 2: Writer’s 
viewpoints and perspective. 
Writing non-fiction Paper 2 Q5 

English Language 
Assessment: 
Writing Assessment:  
Write a speech in which you 
persuade the CEO to donate 
to your cause. 
  
Assessed Skills: 
8,9,10,11,12,15,16 
 

Spring 1 Exploring Creative Texts:  
Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephaniah 
OR The Other Side of Truth by 
Beverley Naidoo 
Teaching reading strategies, 
understand, retrieve information 
Using quotations, deduce, infer and 
interpret  
Writer’s use of language and structure 
Themes and characters 

KS3: 
Year 7: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 
Year 8: War Poetry 
 
Links to other subjects: 
RE: Year 8: Culture in the UK 
History: Origins of Empire/British Empire 

Developing reading and analytical skills 
essential for success in English 
Analysing writer’ methods 
Reading critically 
Development of texts 
Writer’s intentions and effect on the 
reader 
Writing analytically 
 
KS3: 
Year 9 Class readers 

English Literature 
Assessment: 
Reading Assessment: 
How does the writer the 
character in the chosen extract 
from the text? 
 
Assessed skills: 
1,2,3,4,5, 
Challenge 6,7 



 
 

Context – Immigration and refugees 
Opportunities to develop own creative 
writing 
 

 
GCSE Examinations: 
English Language: Paper 1 
English Literature: Paper 1 and Paper 2 
Power and Conflict poetry 

Spring 2 Creative Writing: Myths and Legends 
Writing imaginative and creative texts.  
Look at examples of myths and legends 
from around the world exploring how 
writers use language, imagery and 
structure. 
Using pictures as stimulus for 
description  
How to structure a descriptive narrative 
– Drop, Shift, Zoom, Link 

KS3 
Year 7: All About Me 
Year 7: Harry Potter 

KS3 
Year 9: Gothic Literature 
 
GCSE Examinations: 
English Language: Paper 1 
Questions 1, 2, 3 
English Language Paper 1 Question 5 
writing 

English Language 
Assessment 
Writing Assessment: 
In the style of Paper 1 Q5 
Write a narrative or description 
suggested by the picture  
Assessed Skills: 
8,10,11,12,13 

Summer 
1 

Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet 
Read and understanding the plot of the 
play 
Context: Life in Elizabethan England 
marriage, position of women, feuds 
Analysing key characters, key events, 
language and structure   
Teaching reading strategies, 
understand, retrieve information 
Using quotations, deduce, infer and 
interpret  
Drama performance opportunities  
 

KS3 
Year 7: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Introduction to heritage fiction and 
Shakespeare 
Knowledge of Shakespeare’s life, Globe 
Theatre and Elizabethan England 
 
Links to other subjects: 
History: Year 7: The Tudors 
Music: Year 8: Song writing 
 

GCSE Examinations 
English Literature Paper 1: Macbeth 
 
A Level English Literature: 
Paper 1B Aspects of Comedy: Twelfth 
Night 
English Literary Canon 

English Literature 
Assessment 
Reading Assessment: How 
does Shakespeare present the 
character s of Romeo and 
Juliet in  
Skills: 1,2,3,4,5,6.7  
 

Summer 
2 

19th Century Literature 
Introduction to 19th Century Literature 
Studying extracts from writers Charles 
Dickens, Jane Austen, Emily Bronte, 
Charlotte Bronte, George Eliot, Thomas 
Hardy  
Background of writers 
Context of Victorian England including: 
Poverty and the workhouse, family and 
role of women, childhood and 
representation of children, religion 

KS3 
Year 8: War Poetry 
Social and historical context of texts and 
writer’s intentions 

GCSE Examinations 
English Literature Paper 1: A Christmas 
Carol 
 
English Language: Paper 1: Q2 
English Language Paper 2: 19th Century 
text 
 
A Level English Literature: 
English Literary Canon 

English Language 
Assessment 
Reading Assessment: How 
Dickens present conditions for 
the poor in an extract from 
Oliver Twist 
Skills: 1,2,3,4,5,6.7  
 

 


