
 
 

Year 9 English PoS 2022-23 

Learning 
Key Knowledge 
Link apply and adapt 
Build knowledge and skills 
Self-regulated, reflective independent 
Know what they are good at and what to improve 
Stretched, challenged supported 
Wider ideas culture and the world 
Use technology flexibly and responsibly 

Loving 
Well informed global citizens 
Believe they can make a difference 
Shape community and school 
Care about the environment and each other 
Responsible for their own behaviour 
Grow spiritually 
Respect and tolerance 
Charity, volunteering and fundraising 

Living 
Wider learning 
Leadership, teamwork, collaboration 
Success for all abilities  
Value creative subjects 
Interactions with the world of work 
Safety, mental and physical health 
Equipped for their unique future 
Apply to the world beyond 

Curriculum Intent 
The English curriculum in year 9 is specifically designed to aid pupils’ transition into KS4 and separate GCSE English Literature and Language courses. A variety of texts have been chosen to 

challenge and engage pupils while allowing them to fill any gaps in their knowledge and to continue to develop basic key skills. The opening unit builds directly on from the summer term of year 8 

with a selection of 19th Century gothics texts. The inclusion of Of Mice and Men gives pupils the opportunity to discuss and debate historical contexts and the way readers value and respond to 

texts that may present outdated and offensive views such as racism and sexism. A shared approach to the teaching of this allows pupils a safe space to discuss issues that may arise. The 

summer term sees the introduction of GCSE Literature texts and marks schemes so that pupils have the chance to become familiar with the changes to the way that work is assessed moving 

forward. GCSE grades are not given for work assessed in year 9. 

 

Provide pupils with the knowledge and skills they need in order to take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

The Year 9 curriculum is designed to build on from year 7 and 8 by continuing to introduce pupils to a wide variety of classic and contemporary fiction, and non-fiction with a variety of audiences 
and purposes. Pupils will develop their reading skills and their ability to make inferences about texts that they can support with well-chosen evidence. Pupils will build on their analytical and 
comparative skills using evidence to support their ideas. It is expected that all pupils will contribute to class discussions, read aloud and give speeches building their confidence at public speaking. 
Regular use of 5 a day memory retrieval and list 4 things comprehension checks build metacognitive skills. Pupils will also be introduced to revision strategies that will help prepare them for KS4 

 

Clearly state the end points that pupils are building towards and the knowledge and skills required to reach them. 

The summer term of the course introduces all pupils to GCSE English Literature. Pupils will have their own copies of An Inspector Calls and the AQA Poetry Anthology that can be annotated and 

highlighted. Although no GCSE grades will be given in year 9, pupils will be introduced to the GCSE Literature assessment objectives and model answers to set the standards required for all 

pupils to achieve their target grades in the future. Our learning journey and student overviews for each unit provide pupils with a clear outline of the work they are covering and how it builds on 

from prior learning at KS3 and on to year 9 and beyond.  Tracking sheets linked to pupil pathways allow pupils to map their achievement in the key skills across the year and to self-assess. Each 

SOW is structured to allow pupils to receive and act upon feed forward in their end of unit assessments. 

 

Is planned and sequenced so that knew knowledge and skills build on what has been taught and builds towards clearly defined end points. 
Building directly from year 8, the Autumn term builds on prior knowledge of 19th Century texts and style by focusing on the Gothic genre. This is both an opportunity to develop a knowledge of 
English Literature’s canon and cultural heritage, and preparation for GCSE English language paper 2 which includes pre-20th century texts. The Art of Rhetoric builds on prior non-fiction 
persuasive writing units as well as increasing the level of challenge and subject specific terminology that pupils can utilise. 
 
Has high ambition for all pupils  
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups so that all pupils have access to the most challenging concepts and debates and shared ideas. Writing frames and sentences starters are available for 
pupils on support/core if they wish to use them. Key vocabulary is explicitly taught and tested. Each unit has a list of suggested reading to extend pupils thinking and allow them to engage 
independently with the topics being studied.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Term/ 
No. of 
Lessons 

Topic title and overview: Building from: Building to: Assessment 

Autumn 
1 

Gothic Literature 
History and conventions of the genre 
Teaching reading strategies, 
understand, retrieve information 
Using quotations, deduce, infer and 
interpret  
Writer’s use of language and structure 
across a range of extracts and short 
stories including: 
Dracula by Bram Stoker 
The Red Room by HG Wells 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
Fledgling by Octavia Butler 
The Woman in White by Susan Hill 
Twilight by Stephanie Meyer 
The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe 
Creative writing and figurative language 
to create tone and tension 
 

Year 8 
19th Century Literature: The Speckled Band 
 
 

GCSE Examinations: 
 
English Literature Paper 1: A Christmas 
Carol 
English Language Paper 1: Explorations 
in Creative Reading and Writing 
 
A Level English Literature: 
English literary canon 
Paper 2A Elements of Crime Writing 

English Language 
Assessment: 
Writing Assessment 
Write a creative description 
based on an image 
 
Assessed Skills: 
8,9,10,11,12,13 

Autumn 
2 

Exploring Creative Texts: Of Mice 
and Men 
Teaching reading strategies, 
understand, retrieve information 
Using quotations, deduce, infer and 
interpret  
Writer’s use of language and structure 
across a whole text. 
Motif and imagery 
Themes and characters 
Context – 1930s America, The Great 
Depression, slavery and civil right, 
women’s rights and Me Too. 
Debate issue of texts with outdated 
views regarding marginalised groups 
and racism. 
Opportunities to develop own creative 
writing 
 

KS3 novel study 
Year 7: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 
Year 8: Refugee Boy/The Other Side of 
Truth 
 
Links to other subjects: 
History: Year 8: The Slave Trade/The Civil 
Rights Movement 

GCSE Examinations: 
 
English Language Paper 1: Explorations 
in Creative Reading and Writing 
 
English Literature Paper 1 and 2 
Writing analytically about writer’s 
intentions and method; themes and 
characters 
 
A Level English Literature: 
English Literary Canon 
Critical perspectives – feminist, Marxist, 
post-colonial readings of texts 

English Literature 
Assessment: 
Reading Assessment:  
How does Steinbeck present 
outsider in Of Mice and Men? 
 
Assessed Skills: 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7 



 
 

Spring 1 Non-fiction Writing: The Art of 
Rhetoric 
Pupils will study rhetoric and persuasive 
speeches from a variety of writers 
including politicians such as Blair, 
Churchill, Obama and Trump, The 
Queen, Martin Luther King and Greta 
Thunberg 
Identify types of rhetoric – judicial, 
epideictic, deliberative 
Use of ethos, pathos, logos 
DAFOREST techniques for lower ability 
Writing for different audiences and 
purposes 
 

KS3 Non-fiction 
Year 7: The Environment 
Year 8: Child Labour 
Revising and developing use of persuasive 
language 
 
 
 

GCSE Examinations: 
 
English Language Paper 2: Writer’s 
viewpoints and perspectives 
Paper 2 Question 5 writing 

English Language 
Assessment 
 
Writing Assessment 
Write an epideictic speech to 
your year group celebrating all 
of the experiences and 
successes you have achieved 
as a year group in your 5 
years at Bishop Ramsey 
 
Assessment Objectives: 
8,9,10,11,12,13 
 

Spring 2 Diverse Shorts 
Pupils will study a range of short stories 
and extracts from novels grouped 
around the following themes: 
Identity, Diversity and Community; 
Justice, Change and Action; 
Power, freedom and control. 
Writers include Sita Brachmachari, 
Benjamin Zephaniah and Anne Cassidy 
Study the writer’s use characterisation 
and structure, methods and use of 
language. 
Themes and Perspectives 
Evaluative language 
 

KS3 Fiction: 
Year 8: Refugee Boy/The Other Side of 
Truth 
Year 9: Of Mice and Men 
 
Evaluating writer’s perspectives 
 
Links to other subjects: 
History: Year 8: The Slave Trade/The Civil 
Rights Movement 
The Bishop Ramsey Virtue Project 

GCSE Examinations: 
 
English Language Paper 1: Explorations 
in Creative Reading and Writing 
 
English Language Paper 2: Writer’s 
viewpoints and perspectives 
 

English Language 
Assessment 
Reading Assessment 
How does Zephaniah use 
Rico’s experience with the 
police to present ideas about 
justice and power? 
 
Assessed Skills: 1,2,3,7 

Summer 
1 

An Inspector Calls 
In depth study on An Inspector Calls 
by J. B. Priestley 
Teaching reading strategies, 
understand, retrieve information 
Writer’s background 
Context: 
Edwardian/pre-WW1 society and class 
system 
Socialism and capitalism 
Position women 
Drama techniques – use of props, 
lighting, entrances and exits 

KS3 
Shakespeare: 
Year 7: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Year 8: Romeo and Juliet 
 
Links to other subjects: 
Drama: KS3 and 4 
Performing Arts: Stagecraft 
Sociology: GCSE Structural Theories – 
socialism/capitalism/class 

GCSE Examinations: 
 
English Literature Paper 2; Modern 
Texts and Poetry 
Section A: An Inspector Calls 

English Literature 
Assessment: 
Mr Birling says, ‘…a man has 
to mind his own business and 
look after himself and his  
own’. 
 
How far does Priestley present 
Mr Birling as a man who cares 
only for himself and his  
family? 
 
Write about: 
 



 
 

Use of dramatic irony and 
Foreshadowing to create tension 
Using quotations, deduce, infer and 
interpret  
Writer’s use of language and structure 
across a whole text. 
Motif and imagery 
 

• what Mr Birling says and 
does 
• how far Priestley presents Mr 
Birling as a man who cares 
only for himself and his  
family 
Assessed Skills: AO1, AO2, 
AO3 

Summer 
2 

Studying Poetry: criticism and 
comparison 
Study of a wide selection of poems and 
poets including Simon Armitage, Carol 
Ann Duffy, Sylvia Plath, Jo Shapcott, 
Helen Dunmore and more. 
Writer’s intentions and viewpoints 
Use of language and vocabulary 
Revision of figurative language 
Form and structure 
Effects on the readers 
Comparison of different writers 

KS3 Poetry: 
 
Year 7: Identity and Culture 
Year 8: War Poetry 
 
Writer’s use of form and structure 
Figurative language 

GCSE Examinations: 
English Literature Paper 2: The Poetry 
Anthology: Power and Conflict 
 
English Literature Paper 2: Unseen 
Poetry 
 

English Literature 
Assessment: 
Reading Assessment:  
In ‘City Lilacs’ how does the 
poet present her feelings 
about the city and nature? 
Assessed Skills: AO1, AO2 

 

 

 

  

 


