
             

 

 

  

Curriculum  

The Politics curriculum follows the school’s aims of “Learning, Loving, Living” by preparing students to be politically literate and well-informed global citizens.  The curriculum is designed to 

ensure students can apply political concepts to questions of debate as well as link concepts between differing contexts.  Our schemes of learning are designed to be rigorous and challenging 

and develop reflective and self-regulated learners.  The curriculum is sequenced to allow students to build on their conceptual understanding in new contexts.  Students are given the 

opportunity to engage in questions of current political debate and link these to the concepts and principles of governmental systems and traditions in the UK and US and so further enhances 

their respect for British values and how these relate to the twenty-first century. 

 

Key Stage 3 & 4 

Politics is not on the KS3 or KS4 curriculum as a 

discrete subject.  Students do cover democracy in 

the United Kingdom in their curriculum in both 

Citizenship and History at KS3 by studying the 

development of democracy in the UK and the rise of 

fascism across Europe.  Some students will also 

engage with issues of the flaws of democracy in KS4 

History when studying the rise of Hitler as well as the 

relevance of politics in contributing to social issues 

and how some governments have sought to solve 

social problems in the C20th in KS4 Sociology. 

Skill Development 

Through the Bishop Ramsey Politics curriculum 

our students are given the opportunity to develop 

an extensive range of skills.   

Students develop their communication skills in 

written and verbal forms.  They do this through 

class debate as well as in constructing written 

argument in essays.   

Students are also required to develop their skills 

of analysis by selecting relevant arguments and 

evidence and examining topics in detail. 

Our students enhance their evaluative skills by 

having to weigh up the evidence for differing 

viewpoints and engage critically in questions of 

political debate.   
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Key Stage 5 

The scheme of learning for Politics at KS5 focuses 

around three core elements: the operation of 

governmental institutions, the study of political 

actors & processes and the development of ideas.  

Within this we focus on two countries, the UK and 

USA and students engage with studying 

comparative politics between these two nations.  

Our curriculum allows for our students to build a 

strong understanding of the aspects of politics 

studied as well as the current debates that link to 

the concepts and processes they have studied.   

Students are able to demonstrate their 

understanding by making links and drawing 

comparisons between different topics within each 

element of study as well as between the 

elements. Furthermore, students develop the 

ability to critically evaluate extract material to 

assess the validity of the arguments being made 

as well as developing the ability to construct well-

reasoned judgements.  The study of a range of 

elements within the subject prepared students for 

a range of academic pathways that they may 

embark on after Sixth Form as well as developing 

a strong level of political literacy.   

 

The Bishop Ramsey Curriculum 

Learning Journey 

Proverbs 
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“If a ruler 

listens to 

falsehood, all 

his officials 

will be 

wicked.” 


