
A-Level sociology induction session

The objective of today’s session:

To understand what Sociology is and 
develop a passion for the subject.



What is Sociology?

Discuss with the people next to you what you 
think Sociology is…

Then write down the answer the question: 

‘What is Sociology?’…… without using the word 
‘Society’!



• Sociology is the study of society and 
of people and their behaviour.

• Sociologists investigate and explain 
the social world and our behaviour in it. 

• They are particularly interested in 
understanding the ways in which 
society influences us and shapes our 
daily lives.

What is Sociology?



A society is a large social grouping that shares the same 
geographical territory and is subject to the same political 

authority and cultural expectations.



‘ologies! – How does Sociology 
Compare?

• Biologists focus on the 
body.

• Psychologists focus on 
the mind.

• Sociologists focus on the 
environment and the 
social aspects of human 
behaviour.



Paper 1: Education with 
Theory and Methods

Assessed

• 2 hour written exam
• 80 marks
• 33.3% of A-level

Questions

• Education: short answer 
and extended writing, 50 
marks

• Methods in Context: 
extended writing, 20 
marks

• Theory and Methods: 
extended writing, 10 
marks

Paper 2: Topics in 
Sociology

Assessed

• 2 hour written exam
• 80 marks
• 33.3% of A-level

Questions

• Section A: Families 
and Households 
extended writing, 40 
marks 

• Section B: Beliefs in 
Society extended 
writing, 40 marks

Course outline - A-Level Sociology

+
Paper 3: Crime and 
Deviance with Theory 
and Methods

Assessed

• 2 hour written exam
• 80 marks
• 33.3% of A-level

Questions

• Crime and 
Deviance: short 
answer and 
extended writing, 50 
marks 

• Theory and 
Methods: extended 
writing, 30 marks

+



An Artists Impression…

On one side of the paper, draw your 
idea of heaven on earth. What would 
life be like there. What kinds of 
things would people do or have?

On the opposite side, draw your idea 
of hell on earth. What’s so bad about 
being there? What don’t people have? 
How are they treated? What kinds of 
people are there?



Is our society 
more like heaven

or hell ?



What kind of world are we living in?

To help us answer this question, let’s look at a few social 
facts.

You will be given some statements about life in the United 
Kingdom.

For every group of 3 statements, two are false and one is 
true. Work in small groups to pick out the true statement!



What is ‘normal’?



In New Zealand, students completing 

their exams are not allowed to use text-

messaging language. Teachers penalize 

students if they do.

FALSE!



In 2007, there were more than 6,500 

people abducted in Mexico. As a result of 

these abductions some Mexicans (those 

who could pay for it) are implanting 

microchips under their skin to be tracked 

in case of being abducted.

TRUE!



India has a Bill of Rights for cows.

TRUE!



In Burma, businesses and individuals are 

free to own and use the internet.

FALSE!



POINT: NOT ONE SOCIETY IS THE 
SAME!



Use your SOCIOLOGICAL 
IMAGINATION to discover 
how one thing might lead to 
another.

Move around the room and 
write down any connections 
you can make between the 
images.

A Sociological Imagination…



1. 2. 4.3.

5. 6. 8.7.



linked to this...?

…How is this...



…How is this...

linked to this...?



…How is this...

linked to this...?



…How is this...

linked to this...?



Tools for Y12 Sociology….

You will need the following resources at the 
BEGINNING of your Sociology course:

• A4 double bind folder, 
• Lined A4 paper, 
• File dividers,
• AS Sociology Textbook

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thatphilosophywebsite.com/images/pen_paper.gif&imgrefurl=http://cathiew.edublogs.org/2008/04/09/without-pen-and-paper/&usg=__pTooEqghFsj7fWxeEyVpPUTUzC4=&h=350&w=350&sz=11&hl=en&start=19&tbnid=DrlpzxBw4haUEM:&tbnh=120&tbnw=120&prev=/images?q=pen&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bestpaperworld.com/newweb/UploadFiles/200832215950911.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.bestpaperworld.com/ProductShow.asp?ArticleID=247&usg=__InmsQlEkwYVWcZXPO0Z5-iFfOJo=&h=450&w=550&sz=115&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=6WEQk0xmPFqIzM:&tbnh=109&tbnw=133&prev=/images?q=paper+dividers&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://www.discountcontactlenses.com/accessoryphotos/colored-reading-glasses-8479-v3b.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.discountcontactlenses.com/da.asp?ID=8479&NCurID=2&usg=__xBabYG33PypNPxF2PJJSugPM9V4=&h=240&w=400&sz=16&hl=en&start=9&tbnid=8uwfrybHV4qdDM:&tbnh=74&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=reading+glasses&gbv=2&hl=en


Any questions?

• rwellstead@bishopramsey.school

mailto:rwellstead@bishopramsey.school

