
 
 

Year 13 Psychology PoS (Teacher 2) 

Learning 
Key Knowledge 
Link apply and adapt 
Build knowledge and skills 
Self-regulated, reflective independent 
Know what they are good at and what to improve 
Stretched, challenged supported 
Wider ideas culture and the world 
Use technology flexibly and responsibly 

Loving 
Well informed global citizens 
Believe they can make a difference 
Shape community and school 
Care about the environment and each other 
Responsible for their own behaviour 
Grow spiritually 
Respect and tolerance 
Charity, volunteering and fundraising 

Living 
Wider learning 
Leadership, teamwork, 
collaboration 
Success for all abilities  
Value creative subjects 
Interactions with the world of 
work 
Safety, mental and physical 
health 
Equipped for their unique 
future 
Apply to the world beyond 
 

Curriculum Intent 

Provides pupils with the knowledge and skills they need in order to take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 
• Psychology in year 13 will continue to provide an engaging and effective development on the introductory topics covered in year 12 to enable them 

to develop the fundamental knowledge of the topics covered as well as the skills valued by HE and employers such as; critical analysis, independent 
thinking, research skills, numeracy and literacy.  

Clearly state the end points that pupils are building towards and the knowledge and skills required to reach them. 
• The year 13 PoS provides students with the knowledge of compulsory topics and those selected by staff which will enable all to fulfil the 

requirements of the 3 papers within the linear A Level exam.  
Planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught and builds towards clearly defined end points. 

• The year 13 optional content is selected on the basis of suitability for our cohort and allows progression from the compulsory content of year 12 by 
building upon knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, theories, research studies, research methods and ethical issues in relation 
to the specified Paper 1 and year 12 paper 2 content.  

Has high ambition for all pupils  
• The year 13 content selected and compulsory topics covered enables all students to access the highest possible grades and the spacing of research 

methods, approaches, issues and debates throughout the 2 years further supports this.  
 



 
 

Term Topic  NB To include  
Metacognition - Spaced memory retrieval 

No. of 
Lessons 

Assessment (Deep 
marking of half 
termly assessment) 



 
 

Autumn 1 Issues and debates 
#Learning: Students will cover the remaining issue and debates in the topic and continue to apply their 
knowledge to examples in Year 12 topics. Students will consider the social sensitivity surrounding the social 
influence topic and the inescapable nature of psychopathology in the context of the free will/determinism and 
nature/nurture debates. Students will end the topic by considering whether Psychology should aim to be a 
science in the context of the reductionism/holism and idiographic/nomothetic debates.  
 
Metacognition - Spaced memory retrieval 

 Approaches in Psychology as examples of determinism, reductionism and the interaction between 
nature and nurture 

 Research methods and techniques as examples of idiographic and nomothetic research 

 Key studies in Year 12 topics as examples of gender bias, cultural bias and social sensitivity 

 Essay technique and developing the ‘double burger’ 
 
#Loving: students will be well-informed global citizens as a result of exploring cultural bias in psychological 
research. Students will explore the issues of ethnocentrism and imposed etic as a result of the dominance of 
western research in Psychology. Students will be responsible when discussing the social sensitivity surrounding a 
range of psychological research studies. Students will have respect and tolerance when discussing whether a 
determinist stance on maladaptive, psychopathological and criminal behaviour should be accepted.  
 
#Living: students will apply knowledge to the world around them by exploring a range of examples of research 
that have raised issues and debates in Psychology. Students will collaborate when sharing examples of socially 
sensitive research. 
 
 
Approaches in Psychology 
#Learning: Students will use the issues and debates to compare approaches in Psychology. Students will 
identify a range of similarities and differences between the six main psychological approaches studied in Year 
12 (Behaviourism, Cognitivism, Social Learning Theory, Biological Psychology, Psychodynamic approach and 
Humanism).  
 
Metacognition - Spaced memory retrieval 
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Range of in lesson 
assessments and 
Homework using 
homework sheets  
 
Half term 
assessment – 24 
mark assessment on 
Issues & Debates. 
Metacognition – 
self-regulated 
learning: students to 
complete 
assessment tracker 
and assessment 
reflection to inform 
independent study 



 
 

 Main assumptions and methods of psychological approaches 

 Issues and Debates in Psychology as similarities and differences between psychological approaches 
 
#Loving: students will be well-informed citizens as a result of comparing the approaches according to how 
useful they have been to society. Students will explore whether the approaches have led to the development of 
successful treatments and will show respect to individuals who have received outdated treatments which are 
now considered to be harmful.  
 
#Living: students will extend leadership skills by ‘representing’ an approach to compare to other approaches.  



 
 

Autumn 2 Research Methods 
Students will explore the science that underpins Psychology by covering the features of science and why 
Psychology should and shouldn’t aspire to be considered a science. The unit covers how reliability and validity 
can be assessed and improved in a range of research methods. Students end by describing and evaluating case 
studies and content analysis with reference to reliability and validity.  
 
Metacognition - Spaced memory retrieval  

 Experimental and non-experimental methods in Psychology 

 Key studies in Year 12 topics as examples of high and low validity and reliability 

 Cross-teacher links with statistical analysis of data – the use of Spearmans Rho and Pearsons R to 
measure and interpret measures of reliability and validity 

 
#Loving: students will show tolerance for the ‘goal’ of 21st century Psychology to retain its scientific status. 
Students will explore why Psychology aims to be a science, and why some Psychologists reject scientific 
principles in favour of qualitative methods.  
 
#Living: students will explore how Psychology interacts with the world of work by conducting and publishing 
research which can shape social and economic policy. Students will explore a range of quantitative and 
qualitative research methods which are used in other disciplines including other A level subjects studied.  
 
 
Forensic Psychology 
#Learning: The unit begins by exploring how offender profiling can aid (and hinder) the police in the search for 
an offender. Students will look at how the work of the FBI has developed the use of the top down approach and 
how British investigators formed the bottom up approach.  
 
Metacognition - Spaced memory retrieval  

 The difference between bottom-up and top-down coding of data in a content analysis 

 Eyewitness testimony in the identification process of suspects 

 Features of science 
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Range of in lesson 
assessments and 
Homework using 
homework sheets  
 
Half term 
assessment – 24 
mark assessment on 
Research Methods. 
Metacognition – 
self-regulated 
learning: students to 
complete 
assessment tracker 
and assessment 
reflection to inform 
independent study 
 



 
 

#Loving: students will become well-informed on the differences between American and British offender profilers. 
Students will explore how different approaches to offender profiling may lead to successful or unsuccessful 
offender apprehension. Students will explore the most extreme end of criminal behaviour which will need a 
responsible approach when discussing examples of crime in lesson time and during independent study. 
 
#Living: students will understand how offender profiling can protect the safety of society by apprehending 
suspects through statistical predictions. Students will extend teamwork skills when researching the origins of 
offender profiling techniques.  
 

Spring 1 Forensic Psychology 
#Learning: The unit moves onto exploring why an offender engages in criminal behaviour. Students explore a 
range of biological, cognitive and psychodynamic explanations for offending behaviour which build upon 
knowledge from the Approaches, Attachment and Psychopathology topics covered in Year 12.  
 
Metacognition - Spaced memory retrieval  

 Main assumptions of the psychological approaches before applying to offending behaviour – biological, 
cognitive, social learning, psychodynamic 

 Tri-partite theory of personality from the Psychodynamic Approach 

 Bowlby’s Maternal Deprivation Hypothesis and the 44 thieves study 

 Genetic and neurochemical explanations of behaviour 

 Issues and debates to evaluate explanations of offending behaviour 

 Questionnaires and statistical testing 

 Cross teacher links with Schizophrenia 
 
#Loving: students will be responsible when discussing and researching examples of crime in order to protect 
themselves and others from details of real crime cases which may be sensitive to learn. Students will practice 
caution and responsibility if they choose to independently research further examples of real crime cases.  
 
#Living: students will explore how the field of Forensic Psychology interacts with the world of work by 
understanding how offender profiling crosses over into policing and the criminal justice system. Students may 
wish to research related careers. Students will collaborate and extend teamwork skills when researching 
explanations of offending behaviour in order to present to the class.  

12 Range of in lesson 
assessments and 
Homework using 
homework sheets  
 
Half term 
assessment – timed 
16 mark essay on 
explanations of 
offending. 
Metacognition – 
self-regulated 
learning: students to 
complete 
assessment tracker 
and assessment 
reflection to inform 
independent study 
 



 
 

 

Spring 2 Forensic Psychology 
#Learning: Students will complete the topic by describing and evaluating methods used to deal with offending 
behaviour. Students will explore the current legal system in the UK and around the world by exploring how 
custodial sentencing and behaviour modification work. Students will research alternatives to custodial 
sentencing, in particular anger management and restorative justice, with reference to social sensitivity. 
 
Metacognition - Spaced memory retrieval  

 Main assumptions of Behaviourism to deal with offending behaviour – cross-teacher links to treatments 
for schizophrenia 

 The Stanford Prison Experiment  

 Ethical considerations and social sensitivity in psychological research 

 Issues and debates to evaluate ways to deal with offending behaviour 
 
#Loving: students will be responsible when discussing and researching examples of crime in order to protect 
themselves and others from details of real crime cases which may be sensitive to learn. Students will practice 
caution and responsibility if they choose to independently research further examples of real crime cases.  
 
#Living: students will explore how the field of Forensic Psychology interacts with the world of work by 
understanding how offender profiling crosses over into policing and the criminal justice system. Students may 
wish to research related careers. Students will collaborate and extend teamwork skills when researching ways 
to deal with offending behaviour in order to present to the class. 
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Range of in lesson 
assessments and 
Homework using 
homework sheets  
 
 
Half term 
assessment – 24 
mark assessment on 
Forensic Psychology. 
Metacognition – 
self-regulated 
learning: students to 
complete 
assessment tracker 
and assessment 
reflection to inform 
independent study 
 

Summer 1 Student led revision 
#Learning: Students will bring topic checklists to lessons to work on knowledge gaps Year 12 and Year 13 topics. 
Students will use the Independent Learning Checklist and a past paper to practice their exam timing. Students 

4 Range of in lesson 
assessments and 
Homework using 
homework sheets.  



 
 

will understand what they are good at by reviewing their assessment tracker and will know how to improve by 
reviewing feedback and feedforward tasks. 
 
#Loving: students will review the progress they have made throughout the course in order to take a responsible 
and manageable approach to their preparation for their exams.  
 
#Living: students will collaborate with peers to review progress and to practise exam questions. 
 

 
 
 

Summer 2 End of course 
 
A level exams 

  

 

 


