
Preparation for A Level Politics 

 

A Level Politics 

 

“Man is a political animal” (Aristotle) 

 

 

Politics will suit students who: 

➢ have an interest in the world around them: who want 

to know more about the society they live in, how it 

➢ works and how it could work, enjoy debate, discussion 

and argument 

➢ who are comfortable with the fact that in politics 

there are no simple ‘rights’ or ‘wrongs’ 

➢ like to think for themselves: who wants to develop 

their own views, rather than accept the views of others 

➢ Politics will be a new subject to the majority of you and therefore you 

may see it as an opportunity to do something fresh and new, an enriching 

experience in itself 

➢ It is particularly important that you have an 

enquiring mind , a desire to learn about how 

the political system works and its impact on 

you, the citizen 

 

 

“Just because you do not take an interest in politics, 

doesn’t mean politics won’t take an interest in you."  - 

attributed to Pericles, 5th century BC 
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The skills you will develop studying politics: 

➢ to comprehend and interpret political information 

➢ to critically analyse and evaluate the areas of politics studied 

➢ to construct arguments and explanations leading to reasoned conclusions 

➢ to identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between 

aspects of the areas of politics studied 

➢ to construct and communicate arguments and explanations with relevance, 

clarity and coherence with good use of English 

➢ to use appropriate political vocabulary 

➢ to make connections between the different areas of politics studied 

➢ to make comparisons across two political systems 

Course outline: 

 Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 

What you 

will study 

Government & 

Politics of the UK 

 

 

 

Politics 

Democracy & 

participation, 

elections & 

referendums, 

political parties,  

pressure groups, 

the EU 

Government 

Constitution, 

Parliament, the PM 

& Cabinet, Judiciary 

& devolution   

Government & 

Politics of the UK 

and comparative 

studies 

 

The Constitution, 

Congress, 

Executive, Supreme 

Court, electoral 

systems, political 

parties, pressure 

groups, civil rights 

as well as 

comparative 

theories  

Political Ideas 

 

 

 

 

Core political 

ideologies: 

Liberalism, 

Conservatism, 

Socialism  

Option ideology: 

Feminism  

Assessment Each exam is worth 1/3 of your A Level grade and is 2 hours 

 

For further information on the AQA specification which we follow at 

Bishop Ramsey use this link: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/politics/as-and-a-level/politics-

7152 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/politics/as-and-a-level/politics-7152
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/politics/as-and-a-level/politics-7152


How will you be successful on this course? 

 

You will need to take an interest in current affairs and 

political issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

This will involve: 
 

✓ Reading a QUALITY newspaper (such as The Times, Guardian, Telegraph 

or their Sunday equivalent); magazines and specific politics journals such 

as Politics Review as well as the set textbooks 

✓ Watching current affairs programmes such as Panorama, Despatches etc. 

and specific politics programmes such as ' A Week in Politics‘ 

✓ Watching the news or listening to a news programme such as 'Today' on 

Radio 4 

✓ Discussing and debating political issues with both fellow politics students 

and others 

✓ Keeping a scrapbook of press cuttings on politics and issues 

 

But interest alone is not enough! 

 
➢ The work will be hard and challenging 

➢ If you don’t do independent reading & 

research you won’t be able to access the 

exam questions or achieve grades A-C 

➢ The jump from GCSE to A level is probably 

bigger than from A level to undergraduate 

 

 

 

You will be given a variety 

of 

tasks: 

Reading 

Research 

Stimulus response questions 

Essays 
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Summer Activities in Preparation for A level Politics: 
 

You will need to download the following booklet: 

 

https://assets-learning.parliament.uk/uploads/2019/12/How-it-

Works-booklet.pdf 

 

Read through the booklet and complete the following activities: 

 

TASK 1: The Road to Democracy 

 

Using pages 4-5 create a summarised timeline on the UK’s ‘road to 

democracy’.   

 

TASK 2: Democracy, elections & voting 

 

Using pages 6-9 write a short definition for each of these 

keywords/ phrases: 

 
Term Definition 

Politics  

 

 

Suffrage   

 

 

Democratic 

Participation  

 

 

 

General Election  

 

 

By-election  

 

 

Referendum   

 

 



TASK 3: Case study: 2016 EU Referendum 

 

Using pages 10-11 create a mind map on the 2016 EU Referendum.   

 

Stretch & Challenge: Can you use the internet to find out more? 

 

TASK 4: The Constitution  

 

Using pages 12-13 write a short definition for each of these 

keywords/ phrases: 

 
Term Definition 

Uncodified  

 

 

Parliamentary 

Sovereignty  

 

 

 

Legislature 

(Parliament)  

 

 

 

Executive 

(Government) 

 

 

 

 

Stretch & Challenge: Using pages 14-17 create a mind map on the 

House of Commons & the House of Lords. 

 

TASK 5: Political Parties 

 

Read pages 22-3 and now go and research a UK political party of 

your choice and find out: 

 

➢ Their origins 

➢ Their current leader 

➢ Their top 5 policy goals (what they want to achieve) 

➢ How many MPs they have in Parliament 



TASK 6: Campaigning  

 

Using pages 24-5 write a short definition for each of these 

keywords/ phrases: 

 
Term Definition 

Insider Group  

 

 

Outsider Group  

 

 

Direct Action   

 

 

Lobbying  

 

 

 

TASK 6: Watch the news over the summer holidays. Create a 10 

question quiz to test the rest of the class when you come back.  

Make sure you know the answers!! 

 

  

1  

 

2  

 

3  

 

4  

 

5  

 

6  

 

7  



 

8  

 

9  

 

10  

 

 

TASK 7: The role of an MP 

 

Research your local MP using this link but also other internet sites 

and complete the table below: 

 

https://members.parliament.uk/ 

 

Findings: 

 

Who is my local MP? 

 

 

Which party do they belong to? 

 

 

What is the name of the constituency the represent? 

 

 

What issues and policies have they recently shown an interest 

in? 

 

 

 

 

Do they hold any government position? 

 

 

https://members.parliament.uk/


 

Getting prepared for A Level Politics: 

 

➢ Start reading a quality newspaper every few days or on a 

Sunday 

➢ Get into the habit of watching or listening to the news every 

day or using a news app on your phone 

➢ Look for any relevant documentaries and news programmes 

that are on e.g. Panorama, Dispatches, The Andrew Marr Show, 

Daily Politics etc. 

➢ Some good documentaries and TV shows to watch are: 

- Taking Control: the Dominic Cummings Story (BBC Iplayer) 

- The Great Hack (Netflix) 

- Brexit: An Uncivil War (4oD) 

- The Loudest Voice (Sky) 

 

 


