
Year 8 Programme of Study - Autumn Term

ART DRAMA ENGLISH GEOGRAPHY HISTORY ICT AND COMPUTING

FOOD 

TECHNOLOGY FRENCH MATHS MUSIC RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCIENCE SPANISH

Autumn 1 Architecture/Nature           

Artist analysis Drawing

Social Media      

monologues, method 

acting, characterisation

War Poetry Biomes                               

Students will be introduced to 

biomes. They will study the 

Amazon rainforest and 

investigate how we interact 

with it. They will understand 

the complex issues 

surrounding this global 

ecosystem and evaluate the 

conservation programs that 

have been introduced. They 

will also make comparisons 

with other biomes e.g. hot 

desert

Why do Historians disagree on the British 

Empire? 

The students pose questions about the British 

Empire and seek to answer them through 

research and discovering the reality of the early 

British Empire. The students evaluate the impact 

of the British Empire and how it is viewed in 

different parts of the world.

Disciplinary concept: Source analysis and use of 

interpretations.

Did the Industrial revolution drastically change 

Britain? Students will learn about the causes, 

events and significance of the Industrial 

Revolution including the role of key individuals, 

inventions and developments of towns and mills 

across the UK. 

Disciplinary concept: Cause and consequence 

and use of evidence.

E-Safety Theme –

Building cooking 

skills and 

working safely 

and hygienically

What I did in the 

holidays – perfect 

tense

1. Factors and powers     

2. Working with powers          

Building from year 7, being 

able to perform more 

fluently on instruments

Christian Worship

Students learn about different 

forms of Christian worship, 

including public worship and 

private worship, and consider 

their significance. 

SCIENCE ALL AROUND US

8CCR-Chemical reactions

8CEM-Electricity and 

Magnetism

STEM cohort 1: Dysons 

engineers project

Mission to Mars project

What I did in the 

holidays – preterite

tense

Autumn 2 Architecture/Nature      

Design ideas Making in 

card or clay

Murder mystery    

Developing key skills of 

problem solving, 

roleplay, hot seating 

through fictional stories

Exploring Non-Fiction: 

Campaigning for a 

Cause

Natural Resources      

Students will learn what 

resources are and how they 

can be classified. They will 

consider how we use 

resources to exist create 

energy and assess if 

resources are used 

sustainably. Students will 

also explore the importance 

of water resources – the 

threats to water security and 

conflicts this may cause. 

What was it like to be involved in the Slave 

Trade? 

This unit involves studying the journey that African-

American’s went on from being captured in Africa 

to being transported and sold into slavery in the 

Americas. We also look at their experiences in 

slavery and how slavery was abolished. 

Disciplinary concept: Use of evidence, change 

and continuity. 

Is Olusoga right that slavery enabled Britain to 

thrive? This topic ties our first three topics of the 

British Empire, IR and Slavery together to show 

the links between the topic and make a 

judgement on Olusoga’s interpretation. 

Disciplinary concept: Interpretations. 

Binary – Text, sound and 

images

Theme - adapting 

and planning 

new recipes

What I did last 

weekend – 

consolidation of 

perfect tense 

3. 2D shapes and 3D 

solids                              4. 

Real life graphs 

Develop more accurate 

use of staff notation 

through emphasis on bass 

clef, building into simple 

major and minor triads

Biblical Figures

Students learn about 

significant Biblical figures, 

and consider their role and 

importance in Christianity

8BHL-Health and lifestyle

8CE-The Earth

STEM cohort 1

Cities in the oceans project

What I did last 

weekend –

consolidation of 

preterite tense


