
BISHOP RAMSEY IN 50 WORDS 
 

A Christian Learning Community, inspired by hope to the fullness of life in Christ in our 
Learning, Loving & Living 

 
Our intention is that every learner be empowered, every lesson excellent, every school day a 
rich experience, every relationship a positive encounter and together a community looking 
outwards and beyond.  

 
Values Statement  
Bishop Ramsey School is a Christian Learning Community. We recognise that every individual 
is created in the image of God. We seek to nurture each member of our community to develop 
his or her skills and abilities in a positive and ordered learning environment, so that students 
mature into responsible and caring adults, and that all members of the school community 
recognise the value of every individual in God's eyes. 
 
As a Church of England School we wish students to grow in the Christian faith. While being 
firmly committed to this, we encourage an understanding of and a respect for other faiths. 
 
The principle of Christian stewardship underpins our approach to the use of the school's 
resources. Our approach to our relationships is based on the Christian view of God's love for 
each of his human children and of Jesus' command to forgive and love our fellows. We base 
our approach to achievement and the provision of opportunities for development on Jesus' 
statement that he came of offer 'life in all its fullness' (John 10.10). 
 
Strategic Aims 
As a member of Veritas Educational Trust we share the Trust’s organisational aims to 
ensure that, at Bishop Ramsey: 
 
• Every learner is an empowered learner 
• Every lesson is an excellent lesson 
• Every day at school is a rich experience 
• Every relationship is a positive encounter 
• We are a school community that looks outwards and beyond. 
 
How we achieve these Aims 
Our curriculum is based on John 10.10. ‘I have come that they may have life and have it 
in all its fullness’. For us, this means that we ensure that all the learning activities we offer 
our students contribute to one or more of the three pillars of:  
 
Learning so that every learner is an empowered learner and every lesson is an excellent 
lesson 
Loving so that every day at school is a rich experience and every relationship is a positive 
encounter 
Living so that students learn to look outwards to the world and beyond to God 
The table below shows what this means and how we achieve it. 
 
Our School Development Plan and subject curriculum maps ensure that everything we do 
contributes to the growth in Learning, Loving and Living of our students. 
  



 
 

Pillar Strategic Aims It’s impact on our students 

Learning Every learner an empowered 
learner 
 
Every lesson an excellent 
lesson 

 Students learn the key knowledge they need for their 
subjects/exams (in different ways) 

 Students are able to use, link, apply and adapt their 
knowledge in different ways 

 Students are able to make links and build knowledge/skills 
across the whole curriculum and within subjects 

 Students are self-regulated, reflective, independent learners, 
with a growth mind-set 

 Students know what they are good at and what and how to 
work on improving 

 Students are stretched/challenged/challenge selves, as well 
as supported 

 Students are equipped to use technology flexibly and 
responsibly to further their learning 

Loving Every day at school a rich 
experience 
 
Every relationship a positive 
encounter 

 Students want to make a difference and believe they can 

 Students to shape school and community e.g. through school 
council – to have a voice 

 Students care about environment and each other, helping, 
mentoring 

 Students take responsibility for own behaviour 

 Students show respect and tolerance, stand up for others and 
use technology/media responsibly 

 All students participate in wider learning activities including 
house events, trips, extra-curricular 

 All students have opportunities to be leaders, participate in 
teamwork and collaborate with others  

 Students can succeed, no matter what their ability, through 
tailored curriculum which values creative subjects 

Living Looking outwards to the 
world and beyond to God 

 Students’ aspirations raised through interactions with the 
world of work e.g. work experience 

 Students are equipped to take care of their mental and 
physical health and keep themselves safe 

 Students feel their uniqueness and are equipped to 
undertake any career or further study 

 Students are able to gain, reflect on skills, how they develop 
and how they apply to the world beyond 

  Students have wider knowledge about ideas, culture and the 
world  

 Students are well-informed about issues in the world and 
community and perceive themselves to be global citizens 

 All students have opportunities to grow spiritually 

 Students are involved in charity, volunteering and fundraising, 
motivated to give up their time/give 

 
 

Who do we want our Students to Become? 
It is important that we are clear about who we want our students to become as a result of our 
work with them over 5 or 7 years. As a result of being members of our Christian Learning 
Community and benefitting from the opportunities that this involves, we want all our students 
to grow in the following character virtues. 
 

 Wise 

 Courageous 

 Humble 



 Compassionate 

 Advocates for Justice 

 People of Integrity 

 

 
Christian Character Virtues 

 
Purpose 
The development of Christian Character has long been a feature of life at Bishop Ramsey as 
we have sought to build and sustain our ‘Christian Learning Community’. However, in the 
current national climate of closer regulation, performance related pay and progress only 
success measures, we run the risk of moving towards an ‘exam factory’ environment where 
all other objectives become marginalised or lost. As a Church school we have a particular 
moral obligation to take a holistic approach to the education of our students, focusing on who 
they will become as well as what they will achieve.  
 
A Christian Learning Community 

 Every person is created in ‘Imago Dei’ (The image of God) and is loved by God. 
Therefore, every person has intrinsic and unconditional value. 

 In response to the love of God every person has purpose and responsibility towards: 
God, themselves, each other, the school community, the environment.  

 
Furthermore, we build on the words of Jesus who when challenged to name the most 
important commandment gave two: To love God with everything you have and to love your 
neighbour as you love yourself (Matt 22:35-40).  
 
Christian Love is therefore the fundamental, foundational and binding factor of virtue 
development. This is further expressed in Paul’s letter to the Colossians where he speaks of 
virtues and concludes that we should: 

 
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  

Colossians 3:1 
 

Why Virtues? 
Areté is the Greek word for excellence and Virtue Ethics (Aretaic Ethics) is essentially the 
search for moral excellence. 
 

A Virtue is an excellent moral characteristic. 
A Vice is a negative moral characteristic. 

 
Virtue ethics was initially proposed by Plato and developed by Aristotle, before being further 
developed by the Church, primarily through the work of Thomas Aquinas. Most ethical 
theories define the rightness or wrongness of actions according to a predetermined criteria, 
they are Act Centred theories. Virtue Ethics instead looks at the character of the individual, it 
is an Agent Centred theory.  
 
Self Determination 
A key element of the theory is that people are self-determined, autonomous beings.  
Excellent character is similar in nature to excellent musicianship or sportsmanship. If one 
wishes to have the virtue of generosity, it can be developed by consciously making generous 
decisions, it is a matter of practice.  
 



Summary 

 Virtue Ethics does not provide a list of actions that are morally acceptable. It is not an 
issue of submission or obedience to fixed rules and absolutes.  

 Virtue Ethics promotes self-evaluation (who am I?) and self-determination (who do I 
want to be?). 

 By following virtuous examples and practicing virtuous behaviour, I become a virtuous 
person. This in turn leads to virtuous decisions and virtuous actions.  

 
 
Biblical Foundation for The Six Character Virtues 

 
Wisdom 
Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, for she is more 
profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold.    

Proverbs 3:13-14 
Courage 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.   

Joshua 1:9 
Humility 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of 
the others.                     

Philippians 2:3-4 
Compassion 
But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where (the wounded man) was. And 
when he saw him, he had compassion. 

Luke 10:33 
Justice 
Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to lose the chains of injustice and untie the 
cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  Is it not to share 
your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter, when you see 
the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?  

Isaiah 58: 6-7 
Integrity 
(The grace of God) teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 
live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age.  

Titus 2:12 
 

But let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is more than these is from 
the evil one.  

Matthew 5:37 
 

 
 

 
 


