
Year 8 RE (2020-21) 

 

Assessment:  
Half-termly assessments include questions to assess 
knowledge and understanding, as well as evaluation. 

Homework: 
To revise for end of topic tests. 

Supporting at home:  Discussing learning with students, including their own views on the topics / issues. 
Text book used: n/a 
Useful online materials: http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/  

Term: Outline:  Related wider reading: 

Autumn 1: 
 

Christian 
Worship 

Content: 
Introduction to worship.  Private prayer and public prayer, 
and the denominational differences between celebrating 
Holy Communion.  
Skills: 
Explaining the importance of prayer in private and in public, 
evaluating is one of more important than the other.  
Explaining the importance of Holy Communion to 
Christians, and how different denominations celebrate it 
differently. 

https://request.org.uk/life/church/what-
happens-inside-a-typical-church/  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Autumn 2: 
 

Christian 
Festivals  

Content: 
The importance of Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and 
Pentecost, and how Christians celebrate them. 
Skills: 
Explaining the significance of key festivals in Christianity, 
and the impact they have on Christianity today. 

“A Children’s Literary Christmas” (ed. 
Anna James) 

Spring 1: 
 

Christians 
Ethics and 
Philosophy  

Content: 
The concepts of absolute morality, relative morality, and 
the Golden Rule. Different ideas about free will and 
personal identity. 
Skills: 
Analysing different ethical and philosophical theories and 
evaluating their relationship with Christian teachings.  

“101 Ethical Dilemmas” (Martin Cohen) 
 
https://request.org.uk/issues/morality-
and-ethics/introduction-to-christian-
ethics/  
 
 

Spring 2 
 

Sikhism 

Content: 
Key beliefs and practices in Sikhism, including beliefs about 
God, the Khalsa, rites of passage, and Guru Nanak’s 
teaching. 
Skills: 
Explaining key beliefs and the influence they have on 
followers of the religion; explaining different practices 

“Anita and Me” (Meera Syal) 
 
“Puffin Lives: Guru Nanak” (Sreelatha 
Menon) 

Summer 1  
 

Buddhism 

Content: 
The main beliefs and practices in Buddhism, including the 
Eightfold Path, nirvana, worship and festivals. 
Skills: 
Explaining key beliefs and the influence they have on 
followers of the religion; explaining different practices 

Some Buddhist parables: 
http://www.buddhanet.net/ 
pdf_file/jtwebv1p.pdf 
 

Summer 2 
 

Religion in 
the UK 

Content: 
The role of religion in the UK today, including its influence 
on individuals and communities.  Exploring some 
contemporary issues within religion  
Skills: 
Analysing and evaluating the significance of religion in the 
UK today.  

Any articles on BBC news website that 
report current stories about religion. 
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