
 

Year 11 RE (2020-21) 

Term: Outline: Related wider reading: 

Autumn 1: 
 

Relationships 
and Families 

Content: 
Relationships and families (AQA GCSE RS Spec A) – nature 
and purpose of marriage; nature and purpose of family; 
attitudes towards contraception, divorce, homosexuality, 
and gender equality. 
Skills: 
Explaining reasons for different opinions about moral 
issues; explaining the influence of religion on attitudes 
towards moral issues.  Evaluating arguments to support 
different points of view. 

“Slam” (Nick Hornby) 
 
“The Little Women Letters” (Gabriel 
Donnelly) 
 
 

Autumn 2: 
 

Revision for 
mock exams 

Content: 
Revision of topics covered so far. 
Skills: 
Explaining key beliefs, and their influence of followers of the 
religion; interpreting sacred texts.   Explaining different 
ways that believers practice their religion.  Evaluating 
different reasons for different practices.   Explaining reasons 
for different opinions about moral issues; explaining the 
influence of religion on attitudes towards moral issues.  
Evaluating arguments to support different points of view. 

Any of the previously mentioned 
resources for each topic, or additional 
resources (see Spring 2, below) 

Spring 1: 
 

Religion, 
Peace and 

Conflict   

Content: 
Religion, Peace and Conflict (AQA GCSE RS Spec A) – 
attitudes towards violence, just war, holy war, WMD, and 
pacifism.  
Skills: 
Explaining reasons for different opinions about moral 
issues; explaining the influence of religion on attitudes 
towards moral issues.  Evaluating arguments to support 
different points of view. 

 “The Book Thief” (Marcus Zusak) 
 
 
 

Spring 2 
 

Revision 

Content: 
Revision of content for AQA GCSE Spec A 
Skills: 
Explaining key beliefs, and their influence of followers of the 
religion; interpreting sacred texts.   Explaining different 
ways that believers practice their religion.  Evaluating 
different reasons for different practices.   Explaining reasons 
for different opinions about moral issues; explaining the 
influence of religion on attitudes towards moral issues.  
Evaluating arguments to support different points of view. 

Any of the previously mentioned 
resources for each topic, or for further 
reading: 
 
Islam: 
“The Secret Lives of the Amir Sisters” 
(Nadiya Hussain) 
 
Christianity: 
“There you’ll find me” (Jenny B Jones) 
 
Themes: 
“Emma” (Alexander McCall Smith) – 
Relationships and Families 
 
Some of the war poetry of Wilfred 
Owen – Peace and Conflict  
 

Summer 1  
 

Revision 

Content: 
Revision of content for AQA GCSE Spec A 
Skills: 
Explaining key beliefs, and their influence of followers of the 
religion; interpreting sacred texts.   Explaining different 
ways that believers practice their religion.  Evaluating 
different reasons for different practices.   Explaining reasons 
for different opinions about moral issues; explaining the 
influence of religion on attitudes towards moral issues.  
Evaluating arguments to support different points of view.  



 

 

Assessment:  
Half-termly assessments include questions to assess 
knowledge and understanding, as well as evaluation. 

Homework: 
Each topic has a homework sheet with a choice of tasks. 

Supporting at home:  Discussing learning with students, including their own views on the topics / issues. 
Text book used: n/a 
Useful online materials: BBC Bite Size GCSE RS https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h 

 

Summer 2 
 

  (Exams at the end of May) (any of the above) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h

