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Learning 
Key Knowledge 
Link apply and adapt 
Build knowledge and skills 
Self-regulated, reflective independent 
Know what they are good at and what to improve 
Stretched, challenged supported 
Wider ideas culture and the world 
Use technology flexibly and responsibly 

Loving 
Well informed global citizens 
Believe they can make a difference 
Shape community and school 
Care about the environment and each other 
Responsible for their own behaviour 
Grow spiritually 
Respect and tolerance 
Charity, volunteering and fundraising 

Living 
Wider learning 
Leadership, teamwork, collaboration 
Success for all abilities  
Value creative subjects 
Interactions with the world of work 
Safety, mental and physical health 
Equipped for their unique future 
Apply to the world beyond 

Curriculum Intent 
All pupils at Bishop Ramsey are entered for GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature following the AQA specification. 

Beginning in the summer term of year 9 to facilitate time for in depth literature study, pupils prepare for examinations following the specification and guidance issued by the exam board. 

All pupils study the following English Literature set texts; A Christmas Carol, Macbeth, An Inspector Calls, Power and Conflict poetry anthology, as well as preparing for unseen poetry. 

Where possible pupils will be offered a variety of enrichment activities alongside the specification to support their continued development of real-world English and communication skills and 

cultural capital such as participation in the Speak Out Challenge, theatre trips and workshops. While the focus at KS4 is naturally on the coverage of the exam syllabus, pupils are encouraged to 

read widely and develop their own passions within English. 

 

Provide pupils with the knowledge and skills they need in order to take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

As well as GCSE grades in line with their ability, all pupils will develop the ability to read for meaning, summarise and identify writer’s perspectives which are essential skills for further education 

and preparation for the world of work. Throughout the course pupils are encouraged to share ideas, listen and response to other people with respect, ask questions and challenge ideas. 

 

Clearly state the end points that pupils are building towards and the knowledge and skills required to reach them. 

All pupils are given outlines of GCSE English Language and Literature examinations and key dates for public examinations. Embedded into units of work are explicit lessons sharing assessment 

objectives, wording of questions and examiner’s feedback on how to successfully plan answers. 

 

Is planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught and builds towards clearly defined end points. 
The GCSE curriculum has been planned to ensure that appropriate amounts of time are given to each unit and that pupils have regular opportunities to revise knowledge and practise skills using 
exam style questions. In addition to lessons and home learning, pupils are offered after school revision and practise sessions supplemented with access to a wide range of resources shared 
through Teams and access to GCSE Pod and Seneca Learning. 
 
Has high ambition for all pupils  
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups so that all pupils have access to the most challenging concepts and debates and shared ideas. Writing frames and sentences starters are available for 
pupils if they wish to use them. All pupils should be aware of their minimum and aspirational target grades and feedback to pupils should support them to achieve these. Key vocabulary is 
explicitly taught and tested. Pupils are set regular home learning and suggestions for independent study and revision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Term/ 
No. of 
Lessons 

Topic title and overview: Building from: Building to: Assessment 

Autumn 
1 

English Language Paper 1 
Explorations in Creative Reading and 
Writing 
 

Year KS3 English  
Reading skills taught throughout units 
including: 

• Structural techniques e.g. 
beginnings and ending, cyclical 
narrative, cliffhanger, use of 
dialogue etc 

• Language techniques e.g. 
vocabulary and imagery, similes 
and metaphors etc 

Writing skills taught throughout units 
including: 

• Drop, Shift, Zoom, Link 

• Variety of sentences 

• Vocabulary and imagery 

• Accurate spelling, punctuation and 
grammar 

Year 10 Explorations in Creative Reading 
and Writing 

GCSE Examination: 
English Language Paper 1 
Skills link to English Language Paper 2 
 
 
 
 

English Language 
Assessment: 
English Language 
Paper 1 Q1, 2, 3 4 
Paper TBC 
 
Paper 1 Q5 
 
EngLang: AO1, AO2, AO3, 
AO4, AO5, AO6 
 
 

Autumn 
2 

English Language Paper 2 
Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives 
 

Year KS3 English  
Reading skills taught throughout units 
including: 

• Structural techniques e.g. 
beginnings and ending, 
development of points  

• Language techniques e.g. 
DAFOREST 

• Summarising main points 

• Biased language 
Year 7; The Environment 
Year 8: Child Labour 
Year 9: The Art of Rhetoric 
 
Writing skills taught throughout units 
including: 

• Effective openings and conclusions 

• Variety of sentences 

• Vocabulary and imagery 

• Accurate spelling, punctuation and 
grammar 

GCSE Examination: 
English Language Paper 2 
Skills link to English Language Paper 1 
 

English Language 
Assessment: 
English Language 
Paper 1 Q1, 2, 3 4 
 
Paper 1 Q5 
 
EngLang: AO1, AO2, AO3, , 
AO5, AO6 
 
Full English Language Paper 1 
and Paper 2 past paper as 
part of the December PPE 
series 
 
English Literature Paper 1: 
Shakespeare and 19th Century 
Literature as part of the 
December PPE series 



 
 

Spring 1 English Literature Paper 2 
Poetry Anthology 2 
Study of 8 poems from the Power and 
Conflict poetry 

▫ The Emigree 

▫ Ozymandias 

▫ London 

▫ Storm on the Island 

▫ Checking Out Me History 

▫ Extract from The Prelude 

▫ My Last Duchess 

▫ Tissue 

Read and annotate 
Identify writer’s use of language and 
effect 
Writer’s intentions and context 
Key quotations – learn by heart 
Compare and contrast to other poems in 
the anthology 
Developing analytical and comparative 
paragraphs; structuring arguments 
Revise poems studied at the end of year 
9 in Poetry Anthology 1 and make links 

KS3 Poetry: 
 
Year 7: Identity and Culture 
Year 8: War Poetry 
Year 9 Power and Conflict Anthology 1 
Year 10 Power and Conflict Anthology 2 
Writer’s use of form and structure 

 

GCSE Examinations: 
English Literature Paper 2: The Poetry 
Anthology: Power and Conflict 
 
English Literature Paper 2: Unseen 
Poetry 
 

English Literature 
Assessment: 
Compare how poets present 
the ways people are affected 
by difficult experiences in 
‘Remains’ and in ONE other 
poem from ‘Power and 
Conflict’. 
 
EngLit: AO1, AO2, AO3 
 

Spring 2 Revision of Literature Paper 1  
Macbeth and A Christmas Carol, 
Unseen Poetry 
As directed by the class teacher 
 
Pupils to plan and complete a range of 
exam style questions in class and for 
homework 

Year 10 Macbeth; A Christmas Carol 
Revision of key knowledge and quotations; 
characters and themes 

GCSE Examination: 
English Literature Paper 1 
 
 
A Level English Literature: 
English Literary Canon 
Twelfth Night 

English Literature Paper 2: 
Modern Drama and Poetry as 
part of the March PPE series 
 
English Language March PPE 
TBC 

Summer 
1 

GCSE Language and Literature 
Revision as directed by class teacher 

   

 


