
RE and Humanities Faculty: (Religious Studies) 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

Autumn 1 Beginning of the 
World 
Students learn 
about Christian 
beliefs about the 
origins of the 
world (Genesis 
1-3) and 
consider the 
impact of those 
beliefs. 
 
 
 
 

Christian 
Worship 
Students learn 
about different 
forms of 
Christian 
worship, 
including public 
worship and 
private worship, 
and consider 
their 
significance.  

Christianity: 
Beliefs and 
Teachings 
Students learn 
about key 
Christian beliefs 
about God, and 
they consider 
the influence of  
these beliefs on 
Christians. 

Christianity: 
Practices 
Students learn 
about Christian 
worship and 
festivals. They 
consider 
contrasting ways 
of worshipping 
and of 
celebrating 
festivals within 
Christianity. 

Religion, Peace 
and Conflict 
Students 
consider 
religious and 
secular 
responses to 
war and 
violence, 
including 21st 
century conflict 
 

Philosophy:  
Topic: Problem 
of Evil 
Students 
evaluate 
whether evil 
proves or 
disproves the 
existence of 
God.  
 
Topic: Religious 
Experience. 
Students learn 
about different 
types of religious 
experiences and 
explore 
arguments for 
and against 
these.  They do 
this through 
exploring their 
own views and 
looking at key 
philosophers. 
 
Topic: 
Arguments 

Philosophy:  
Topic: Religious 
Language: 
Negative, 
Analogical or 
symbolic 
Students 
evaluate 
whether 
religious 
language is 
given meaning 
by considering 
it to be an 
analogy, 
symbolic or to 
use describe 
God using 
negatives.  
 
Topic: Religious 
Language: 
Twentieth 
Century 
Perspectives 
and 
Philosophical 
Comparisons 
Students 
examine the 



Based on 
Observation 
Students look at 
whether God’s 
existence can be 
proven through 
looking at design 
in the world 
(design 
argument) or 
through looking 
at cause 
(cosmological 
argument) – 
continued next 
half term 
 
 
 
Ethics: 
Topic: Situation 
Ethics and 
Natural Law.  
Students study 
the ethical 
theories of 
Situation Ethics 
and Natural, and 
critically analyse 
and evaluate 
these 
approaches to 

theories of 
falsification and 
verification and 
evaluate 
whether these 
are successful 
in their aim of 
arguing that 
religious 
language has no 
meaning. 
 
Topic: The 
nature and 
attributes of 
God 
Students 
examine some 
of the key 
understandings 
of the 
characteristics 
of God and 
what this 
means for a 
belief in God. 
 
Ethics: 
Topic: Ethical 
Language: 
Meta-ethics 
Students 
analyse and 



moral decision 
making.  

evaluate three 
different 
theories about 
the meaning of 
ethical 
language. 
 
Topic: 
Significant 
Ideas: 
Conscience 
Students 
compare 
Aquinas’ 
theological 
understanding 
of conscience 
with Freud’s 
psychological 
understanding 
of conscience.  
(This topic 
continues into 
next half term) 
 
 

Autumn 2 Biblical Figures 
Students learn 
about significant 
Biblical figures, 
and consider 
their role and 

Christian 
Festivals 
Students learn 
about the 
meaning and 
purpose of some 
key Christian 

Christianity:  
Beliefs and 
Teachings 
Students learn 
about key 
Christian beliefs 
about Jesus, and 

Christianity: 
Practices 
Students learn 
about the role 
and importance 
of the Church, 
and consider 

Revision for 
mock exams 
Students 
prepare for Year 
11 mock exams 
by revising 
topics covered in 

Philosophy:   
Topic: 
Arguments 
Based on 
Observation 
Students look at 
whether God’s 

Philosophy:  
Topic: The 
nature and 
attributes of 
God 
Students 
examine some 



importance in 
Christianity 
 
 

festivals, and 
how they are 
celebrated. 

life after death, 
and they 
consider the 
influence of 
these beliefs on 
Christians.  

contrasting ways 
that the Church 
responds to 
issues in the 
world today. 

Year 9 and Year 
10 

existence can be 
proven through 
looking at design 
in the world 
(design 
argument) or 
through looking 
at cause 
(cosmological 
argument) 
(finish off the 
topic) 
 
Topic: 
Arguments 
Based on Reason 
Students study 
arguments 
which aim to 
prove God’s 
existence 
through the use 
of logic. 
 
Philosophy:  
Topic: The 
Nature of the 
Soul, Mind and 
Body 
Students learn 
about various 
arguments 

of the key 
understandings 
of the 
characteristics 
of God and 
what this 
means for a 
belief in God. 
(finish off the 
topic) 
 
Ethics: 
Topic: 
Significant 
Ideas: 
Conscience  
(Finishing the 
topic) 
 
Topic: 
Developments 
in Ethical 
Thought: Sexual 
Ethics 
 
Developments: 
Recap of AS 
topics 
 
Topic: Gender 
and society 
Christian 
teaching in the 



about life after 
death.  
 
 
Ethics: 
Topic: Kant 
followed by 
Utilitarianism 
again examining 
the theories and 
evaluating them. 
 
 

roles of men 
and women in 
the family and 
in society 
 
Topic: Gender 
and Theology 
Compare and 
contrast the 
ideas of 
Rosemary 
Radford 
Ruether and 
Mary Daly 
 
 

Spring 1 Christian 
Philosophy  
Students are 
introduced to 
the study of 
philosophy and 
ethics, and learn 
about some of 
the arguments 
intended to 
support belief in 
God. 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian 
Philosophy and 
Ethics 
Students explore 
philosophical 
and ethical 
questions 
relating to 
values, meaning 
and identity. 

Religion and Life 
Students 
consider 
religious and 
secular 
responses to 
questions about 
the origins and 
value of the 
universe, and of 
human life.   

Islam: Practices 
Students learn 
about the 
significance of 
the Five Pillars in 
Islam, and 
consider 
contrasting ways 
in which 
Muslims practice 
the Five Pillars. 

Relationships 
and Families 
Students 
consider 
religious and 
secular 
responses to the 
nature and 
purpose of 
relationships, 
marriage, and 
family. 
 
(Learning from 
Mock exams 
lesson included 
this half term) 

Philosophy:  
 
Topic: Ancient 
Philosophical 
Influences  
Students learn 
about the 
ancient 
philosophes and 
some of their 
theories. 
 
Ethics: 
Topic: Applied 
Ethics – 
euthanasia. They 
apply this to the 

Developments: 
Topic: 
Topic: Gender 
and theology 
(finish off topic) 
 
 
Topic: Pluralism 
and theology. 
Different views 
about the 
relationship 
between 
Christianity and 
other world 
religions. 
 



theories of 
Natural Law and 
Situation Ethics  
 
Developments: 
Topic: 
Augustine’s 
Teaching on 
Human Nature 
Students learn 
about and 
evaluate some 
of the key views 
of St Augustine 
(continues next 
half term 
 

Topic:  
Challenge of 
secularism 
Challenges 
presented by 
secularism, 
including the 
role of religion 
in education 
and in the state, 
and the 
response of 
Christianity to 
this 
 
Topic: Pluralism 
and society 
Interfaith 
dialogue and 
the challenges 
for Christianity 
of a multifaith 
society 
 
Topic: Marx and 
Liberation 
theology 
The origins,  
beliefs and 
impact of 
Liberation 
theology 
 



Philosophy: 
AS Revision 

Spring 2 Lion King 
Students explore 
the six Bishop 
Ramsey virtues 
through the film 
of The Lion King, 
and learn about 
Biblical 
teachings about 
these virtues. 
 
 
 
 

Sikhism 
Students learn 
about the 
significance and 
importance of 
some of the key 
beliefs and 
practices of this 
religion.  

Religion and Life 
Students 
consider 
religious and 
secular 
responses to 
ethical questions 
raised by 
abortion and 
euthanasia.  
 
 
Introduction to 
Islam 
Students learn 
some of the 
main features 
and key words 
for Islam (which 
they have not 
previously 
studied) 

Islam Practices 
Students learn 
about other 
important 
practices in 
Islam (eg 
festivals), and 
consider 
contrasting ways 
in which 
Muslims practice 
their religion. 
 
Religion, Crime 
and Punishment 
Students learn 
about some key 
concepts in this 
topic, and 
consider reasons 
for crime. 

Finish 
Relationship 
and Families  
 
Revision 
Students 
prepare for their 
GCSE exams by 
revising course 
content and 
practicing exam 
technique.   

(Assessment 
week) 
 
Ethics: 
Topic: Applied 
Ethics – Business 
Ethics.  
The ideas within 
this are applied 
to Kant and 
Utilitarianism  
 
 Developments: 
Topic: 
Augustine’s 
Teaching on 
Human Nature 
(finishing the 
topic) 
 
Topic: Death and 
the Afterlife 
Students 
examine some 
of the key the 
Christian views 
about life after 
death. 
 
Topic: 

Revision  



Foundations 
Natural 
knowledge 
(innate) Natural 
knowledge 
(creation) 
Revealed 
knowledge (faith 
and grace) 
Revealed 
knowledge 
(Jesus) 
 

Summer 1  Judaism 
Students learn 
about the 
significance and 
importance of 
some of the key 
beliefs and 
practices of this 
religion. 
 
 
 
 

Buddhism 
Students learn 
about the 
significance and 
importance of 
some of the key 
beliefs and 
practices of this 
religion  

Islam: Beliefs 
and Teachings 
Students learn 
about key 
Muslim beliefs, 
and they 
consider the 
influence of 
these beliefs on 
Muslims. 

Religion, Crime 
and Punishment 
Students 
consider 
religious and 
secular 
responses to 
crime and the 
treatment of 
criminals. 

Revision 
 
Exams 

Developments: 
Topic: Person of 

Jesus 

Jesus as source 

of wisdom 

liberator, and 

Son of God  

 
Developments - 
Christian Moral 
Principles-  Bible, 
Church, Reason 
and agape and 
Evaluation 
(continues next 
half term) 
 
 
 
 

Revision  

 

Mock exams 

 
Study leave and 
exams 



Summer 2 Hinduism 
Students learn 
about the 
significance and 
importance of 
some of the key 
beliefs and 
practices of this 
religion.  
 
(assessment 
week – Judaism) 
 
 

Culture in the 
UK 
In this unit 
students 
consider 
religious and 
cultural diversity 
within the UK, as 
seen in aspects 
of culture 
including food, 
clothes, music, 
family life. 
 

Islam: Beliefs 
and Teachings 
Students learn 
about prophets 
and holy books 
as sources of 
authority in 
Islam, and they 
consider the 
influence of 
these authorities 
on Muslims. 

Finish Crime and 
Punishment 
 
Revision and 
Life  recap 
Students 
consolidate 
learning of topic 
taught during 
lockdown 

 Developments: 
Topic:  
Developments - 
Christian Moral 
Principles-  Bible, 
Church, Reason 
and agape and 
Evaluation 
(finishing the 
topic) 
 
Topic: Christian 
moral action 
Students look at 
the Church as a 
source of moral 
discipline and 
examine the 
views of 
Bonhoeffer. 
 
 
Revision and 
mocks 
 

Study leave and 
exams  
 

 

 


