
 
 

Year 10 Subject PoS 

Learning 
Key Knowledge 
Link apply and adapt 
Build knowledge and skills 
Self-regulated, reflective independent 
Know what they are good at and what to improve 
Stretched, challenged supported 
Wider ideas culture and the world 
Use technology flexibly and responsibly 

Loving 
Well informed global citizens 
Believe they can make a difference 
Shape community and school 
Care about the environment and each other 
Responsible for their own behaviour 
Grow spiritually 
Respect and tolerance 
Charity, volunteering and fundraising 

Living 
Wider learning 
Leadership, teamwork, collaboration 
Success for all abilities  
Value creative subjects 
Interactions with the world of work 
Safety, mental and physical health 
Equipped for their unique future 
Apply to the world beyond 
 

Curriculum Intent 

• Provide pupils with the knowledge and skills they need in order to take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 
GCSE drama provides pupils with many life skills that will be valuable in any future career path or general situations. Pupils access and improve skills 
such as, communication, teamwork, speaking and listening, imagination, organisation, time management, independence, confidence, collaboration 
and empathy. 

• Clearly state the end points that pupils are building towards and the knowledge and skills required to reach them. 
The course is structured so that by the end of year 10, pupils have completed 40% of their GCSE, but also covered the entire content through practical 
workshops, allowing them to take that knowledge and build on it in year 11, improving their results. Practical Exams are structured into the two years, 
so pupils are aware of these milestones. 

• Planned and sequenced so that knew knowledge and skills build on what has been taught and builds towards clearly defined end points. 
Pupils start the course preparing for their last exam. This allows pupils to realise the skills needed and gives time for those skills to be built on. This 
component is also an entirely written exam, and so for our less academic pupils, its offers time to practically explore the skills and then work slowly at 
putting the practical onto paper.  

• Has high ambition for all pupils  
GCSE Drama offers choice and independent learning. This allows pupils to take ownership for their work and feel proud of their achievements.  

Term Topic  NB To include Spaced memory retrieval No. of Lessons Assessment 

Autumn 1 Key Skills Workshops 
Workshops that allow students to gain an understanding and develop all the key 
explorative strategies an elements used within basic acting.  

15 
 
 
 
 

Practical performances 
 
Terminology test 
 
 



 
 

Developing skills in – cross cutting, marking the moment, flashbacks, flash 
forward, still images, improvisation, thought tracking, communication, role play, 
narrative, narration, vocal tone, body language, hot seating.  
 
DNA by Dennis Kelly 
Students will explore practically and theoretically the play DNA by Dennis Kelley as 
part of their component 3 written exam. They will be given a range and variety of 
tasks to complete in order to make sure that they fully understand all elements of 
the text. 
Developing skills in – context, production, evaluation, analysis, structure, themes, 
stage directions, settings, costumes, lighting, characterisation, intentions and 
interpretations.  
 
 

 
 
 
15 

 
 
 
Practical exploration of script and 
small written assessments. 

Autumn 2 DNA by Dennis Kelly 
Students will explore practically and theoretically the play DNA by Dennis Kelley as 
part of their component 3 written exam. They will be given a range and variety of 
tasks to complete in order to make sure that they fully understand all elements of 
the text. 
Developing skills in – context, production, evaluation, analysis, structure, themes, 
stage directions, settings, costumes, lighting, characterisation, intentions and 
interpretations.  

 

30 Mock Exam questions 
 
 
Terminology test 

Spring 1 Exploring a Stimulus 
Pupils will start to explore component 1 of the GCSE. They are given a wide range 
of Stimuli to explore in order to make decisions of which to use for devising. Pupils 
will need to research, present and perform ideas using their chosen stimuli. 

30 Presentation and performance 
 
Mock assessment 
 
Actor’s Log notes 
 
Terminology test 



 
 

Developing skills in - Key skills, deeper knowledge, speaking and listening, 

group work, collaboration, research, presentation, evaluation and analysis, 

rehearsal, performance, actors log notes.  

 
Devising 
Pupils work in groups using a chosen stimulus to create an original piece of theatre 
which is filmed and presented to an examiner.  

Developing skills in - Roles and responsibilities, styles, genre, form, stages, 

production skills, performance skills, minutes, research, journals, rehearsal 

process, communication, group work, independent study, organisation, 

deadlines, creativity. Being proactive.  

 

Spring 2 Devising 
Pupils work in groups using a chosen stimulus to create an original piece of theatre 
which is filmed and presented to an examiner.  

Developing skills in - Roles and responsibilities, styles, genre, form, stages, 

production skills, performance skills, minutes, research, journals, rehearsal 

process, communication, group work, independent study, organisation, 

deadlines, creativity. Being proactive.  

Portfolio 
Pupils need to be able to understand how to put practise into theory and 
document their creative journey in a formal written portfolio of 2000 words.  

6 Mock Exam  
 
Drafted portfolio 
 
Terminology test 



 
 

Developing skills in -Wider research, context, interpretation, structure, 

spelling, grammar, terminology, word processing, deadlines, organisation, 

analysis and evaluation. 

 

Summer 1 Technical and Performance 
Pupils take part in a professional process of how to create, shape, rehearse, 
prepare, perform and then evaluate a piece of original theatre for a live audience. 
Students must take on roles and responsibilities from production roles and be able 
to work as a team to present their work. 

Developing skills in - Using a stimulus, further research, devising, 

collaboration, technical and production process, rehearsal process, analysis 

and evaluation, peer feedback, minutes of meetings, presentations, 

organisation, time management, 

 
 
 
Portfolio 
Pupils need to be able to understand how to put practise into theory and 
document their creative journey in a formal written portfolio of 2000 words.  

Developing skills in -Wider research, context, interpretation, structure, 

spelling, grammar, terminology, word processing, deadlines, organisation, 

analysis and evaluation. 

 

30 Filmed final performance 
 
Submission of portfolio 
 
Terminology test 
 
 



 
 

Summer 2 Live Theatre Review 
Watching and exploring different styles and genres of Live theatre, in order to gain 
an understanding of how production and performance work together and how this 
can be reviewed.  

Developing skills in - Live theatre reviews, understanding the written exam 

paper, analysis and evaluation, context, production and performance 

elements. 

Monologues introduction component 2 
Pupils will plan and prepare for their component 2 performances which is watched 
and examined by an external examiner. They need to choose a published play 
written prior to 1998 and then explore the context, intentions and present their 
own interpretation of the character.  

Developing skills in – independent learning, time management, 

characterisation, context, subject, empathy, tone, staging, communication, 

peer feedback, self reflection 

 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
20 

Live theatre review 
 
Terminology test 
 
Retrieval booklet 
 
Presentation of Monologue 

 

Review 
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