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18th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
The start of term – January 2021 
I am sorry to have to write to you for the second time in as many days but you will probably 
already know that the Government has announced a change to the start of term 
arrangements for all schools. 
 
The most recent information on the setting up of rapid (lateral flow) coronavirus testing was 
released after I had written to you and, in the light of this, I can confirm that the spring term 
will start in school on 4th January for Years 11 and 13, the children of Key workers and for 
vulnerable students.  Students in all other Years will be set work to complete at home from 
4th January, as per the guidance I sent you yesterday, with lessons on Teams. 
 
If you are a Key worker or the parent or carer of a vulnerable child and you would like your 
child to be in school, please e-mail Miss Maycock on amaycock@bishopramsey.school 
 
We will inform you about arrangements for free school meals when we have them. 
 
As a school, we will set up our testing station (which will be in the P.E. changing rooms) and 
recruit volunteers to operate the testing in the week beginning 4th January.  We will receive 
further guidance next week about how the rapid testing will be implemented and I will contact 
you with further details during the first week of term. 
 
A request for volunteers 
In order to undertake testing on the necessary scale, we anticipate that we will need to 
redeploy some of our own staff, appoint additional staff and recruit volunteers to assist with 
the many tasks involved in the testing of staff and students.  These tasks will include 
registering those being tested, administering the tests, processing the results and 
communicating the results.  I am therefore asking if you would be willing to be part of this 
volunteer army.  If you think you could support the school in this way, please e-mail the 
school office office@bishopramsey.school to express an interest and we will contact you in 
the week beginning 4th January, when we hope the picture will be somewhat clearer. 
 
With best wishes for a joyful and safe Christmas. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Andrew Wilcock 
CEO, Veritas Educational Trust 
Executive Headteacher, Bishop Ramsey School 
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