
Notes from Parents’ Link Group meeting Tuesday 1
st
 Ocotber 2013 

 

 

Attended by : Mrs. E. Denning (chair - Governor), Mr. N. Grassick (Staff - AHT), 

and approx. 21 parents. 

 

 New ‘Gifted and Talented’ student programme – Mr. Grassick outlined the 

changes made to the programme as a result of Mr. Mullaly standing down from his 

role, and the appointment of Mr. Jeffries as G&T co-ordinator. Sessions take place 

after school rather than during Form Time, for approx. 50 mins. ‘Selection’ criteria 

continue to be refined – composite picture based on CATS, Year Director 

recommendation, and analysis of latest tracking data and average of levels. As a 

result – based on the previous year, some students have ‘dropped’ out of the group, 

some have ‘entered’ and many have stayed. 

Parents have been kept informed via general letter about changes at end of summer 

term to those involved during the year, and then personalised letter of invite or regret 

at start of this term. Year groups have been combined – Year 8 and 9, Year 10 and 

11, and then Year 12 separate – and each have 2 meetings over 3 weeks. The focus of 

sessions is more interactive, involving group work and discussion – to develop skills, 

especially resilience, and challenge. 

Mr. Mullaly is doing a lecture once every half term to each year group during a 

curriculum lesson – effectiveness of this will be reviewed during the year. 

One off ‘stretch’ sessions will be arranged as appropriate – e.g. Oxbridge conference 

for Year 10 in Oct. 

This is very much a work in progress, and is trying to get students far more involved. 

It has been very well received by students so far – with 25 plus students staying after 

school for sessions. 

 Update on PE Changing Rooms – building work proceeding as planned, with finish 

date October half term. Mr. Grassick also explained the changes to access to the 

school site in the interim, and that the restrictions on the use of the Warrender Way 

entrance during the school day were a result of planning conditions imposed when 

the school moved on to one site. The school is actively looking to change these, but 

agreement is needed via the Council. 

 New School Website – not up and running yet, but will be discussed further at next 

meeting. This will still be used for important / urgent messages, as a text message 

about snow closure cannot be done remotely early in the morning. 

 Supporting Parental Enfranchisement at Bishop Ramsey – Mr. Grassick gave a 

brief presentation on this area, which is being developed this year to try to support 

parents further as they support their children. Parents were then asked to discuss what 

strategies they felt helped in parenting – Mr. Grassick will collate these and share the 

contributions at the next meeting. 

 A.o.u.b… 

 Uniform issue – this had been raised in advance by a parent, in terms of not being 

able to obtain short sleeve shirts for boys. Mr. Grassick had contacted suppliers, and 

they had these in stock. The issue of skirts for girls was then raised, and the difficulty 

of getting certain sizes – parents need to take this up with suppliers, as they have said 

that these can be provided. 

 E-devices for Sixth Form – concern was raised that parents were not aware early 

about the use of personal e-devices by 6
th

 Form students. It was clarified that this was 

a positive suggestion and encouragement to enable students to work more effectively, 



and not compulsory. Highlighting the possibilities to parents earlier on would be 

helpful, though. 

 Windows in the Hall – suggestion made that screens at the ‘stage’ end of the hall 

would be beneficial for the audience when performances are taking place, so that 

they are not distracted by movements behind – GRA to raise with FBR and Mr. 

Wilcock 

 Student welfare – request was made that where parents had requested students be 

able to take agreed medication or agreed procedures, that welfare make staff aware to 

avoid unnecessary difficult situations 

 Parent Pay and Parent Portal – some concerns raised about the ease of use, and 

logging on. There had been issues at the start of term with Parent Pay, but should 

now be sorted. Issues with Parent Portal should be directed to Mrs. Sheppard. 

 Library – Year 7 parent raised issue of opening time of Library. This is 8.30a.m. 

Librarian said that she could provide some books for students to read if they were in 

earlier, and also suggested joining Book Club on a Monday afternoon. 

 

In future, aim to email out the notes from the meeting to those who attended. 

 

Date of next meeting – Tuesday 4
th

 February 2014 7.00pm in the School Hall 

 

GRA Oct. 2013 


